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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T HE good 1 intention. with which 


the following work is written, it is hoped 
will be accepted as ſome apology for its de- 


fects; while the univerſality of a laviſh 


fear in the minds of children, and its dif- 
agteeable conſequences, muſt appear as 


powerful arguments in favour of commit- 
ting it to the preſs, and of ſoliciting the 
candour of the public for its reception, _ 


But to the tender parent, and thoſe who 
have children under their care, the author 
feels an anxious wiſh that this little work 
may prove acceptable; and truſts the de- 
ſign with which it is undertaken may re- 
commend it to their notice; not as a per- 
fect work, but as one profeſſedly deſigned 
for the uſe and benefit of children, in aſſiſt- 
ing them to baniſh the tales of the nurſery, 
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| dy pointing out their abſurdity, and open- 
ing the way to reaſon and reflection. 


thor, ſhe entreats the indulgence of the 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


For any inaccuracies in the following 
pages, that have eſcaped the pen of the au- 


public, and hopes her diſtance from the 


preſs, and the important duties wherein ſhe 


is engaged, will plead ſome excuſe. - 
| = 
Lately publ. fed, Price 25. each. 


The Polite Reaſoner : In Letters addreſ. 


ſed to a Young Lady, at a Doerdlng School in Hod- 
deſdon, Hartfordſhire. 


The deſign of theſe Letters is to call forth the oily 
Pawn of Reaſon into. Action. To wake the youthful 
Senſes into Thought; to teach them to re from 
what they ſee ; and to prevent that Ruſt of erroneous 
Education, witch makes them look with Indifference 
upon every common Object, however worthy their At- 


tention. 


The, Juvenile Speaker: or Dinge 
and Miſcellaneous Pieces in Proſe and Verſe; for the 


Inſtruction of Youth in the Art of Reading. 


A Short Syſtem of Polite Learning: be⸗ 

ing a conciſe Introduction to the Arts and Sciences, 
aud other Branches of uſeful Knowledge. 
Tais little Book contains ſome Definitions, and an 
Explanation of a few general Principals in the different 
Arts and Sciences, and is a reſpectable Compilation a- 
= that Claſs of Box to which it _— 
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INTRODUCTION, 
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ADDRESSED TO THE CHJLDREN FOR WHOSE 
BRNETIT THE FOLLOWING SHEETS WERE 
WRITTEN« 


DAR CHILDREN, 


In order to free your minds. 


from the flaviſh fears of ignorance and 


ſuperſtition, I am defirous to lay before 
you the following ſheets, which I beg 
you will read with attention in the 
moments of {till reaſoning and reflec- _ 


tion. 


x 


But as they contain. fimilar ſenti- 
ments to thoſe perſonally addreſſed to 
you, when you have done me the plea- 
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INTRODUCTION. 


ſure of your implicit confidenee, I 
.. think it neceſſary to acquaint you with 


the motives which induced me to lay 
them before you in print. - 


Firſt, I have frequently obſerved a 


too lively ſenſe of fear attend theſe ſub- 
jects, when general, to nme you the 


free uſe of your reaſon; and leave you 
quite at liberty to wan oy Jour 


Secondly ; It cannot NS ſuppoſed 
that the mind of each individual, . will, 


at the ſame period of time, be beſt dif- 


poſed for the reception of arguments 
againſt their too favourite * of con- 


verſation. 


_ 


But by the following ſentiments. be- 


ing in your poſſeſſion, it will be in 


your power to apply to them, in thoſe 
moments when your minds are moſt 
open to conviction, and moſt anxious 
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rende rte. 
for information. Not When you are 


agitated by fear, or miſled 1 RY im- 
5 preflions from Wo! recent tale, | 


« While well atteſted and a8 well believ'd, 

Heard ſolemn, goes the goblin- Rory dong, 

Till G horror _ o'er all. 
e ebnen 


But will not © me be ** to ſay with 


| Shenſtone ; ; 


* Whence comes it that ait 


of this kind have at any time been giv- 


n, by perſons of veracity, of judg- 
1 and of learning ? Men neither 
liable to be deceived themſelves; nor to 


be ſuſpected of any inclination to de- 


ceive others, though it were their in- 
tereſt; nor who could be ſuppoſed to 


have any intereſt in it, even _ i 


were their inclination.” 


+4 Ts queſtion I fin ſtated as FR 
aboye, will be found to convey your 
_ Ideas, 
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| INTROPUCTION. I 
ideas, only expreſſed with more pro- 
priety; and this ſuppoſition naturally 
leads me to another, which is, that a 
quotation from the ſame author in re- 
Ply, will prove ends. | 


6 * ſeems a further explention 


| wanting than what can be drawn from 


. aba 
I go upon « ſuppoſition, that the 


relations themſelves were falſe. For 


as to the arguments ſometimes uſed in 
this caſe, that had there been no true 


Willing there had been no counterfeit, 
t ſeems wholly a piece of ſophiſtry, 


The true ſhilling here, ſhould mean 
the living perſon ;. and the counterfeit 
reſemblance, the poſthumous figure of 


him, that either ſtrikes our ſenſes, or 
our Mn. | 


Y Suppoling no ghoſt then ever ape 
6. peared, 
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| INTRODUCTION. 


peared, isit a conſequence that no man 
could ever imagine that they ſaw the 
figure of a perſon deceaſed? Surely 
thoſe, who ſay this, little know the 
force, the caprice, or the defect of 


the 1 imagination. | F f 


in 


| « Perſons under the influence of ter- 

W ror, or in the deliria of a fever, or in 

ga fit of lunacy, or ever walking in their 
fleep, have had their brain as deeply 
impreſſed with chimerical repreſenta- 
tions as they could poſſibly have been. 
bad theſe repreſentations Rruck e 
ſenſes. 5 


How difficult has wa it ka. _ 1, 
undeceive a perſon as to objects thus 
imprinted ? Imprinted abſolutely with 
the ſame force as. their eyes themſelves 
could have pourtrayed them ! And how 
many perſons muſt there needs be, a 

could never be undeceived at all 
1 Some 
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Some of theſe cauſes might not iin 


probably have given riſe to the notion 


of apparitions; and when the notion 


had been once promulgated, it had a 


natural tendency to produce more in- 


ſtanees. The gloom of night, that 
was productive of terror, would be na- 


turally productive of apparitions. The 
event confirmed it. | 


The UFO of grief for a departed 
friend, or horror for a murdered ene- 
my, of remorſe for a wronged teſtator, 
the love of a miſtreſs killed by ineon- 
ſtancy, of gratitude to a wife for long 
fidelity, of deſire to be reconciled to 


one who died at variance, of impa- 


tience to vindicate what was falſely 
conſtrued, of propenſity to conſult with 


an adviſer, that is loſt The more 


faint as well as the more powerful paſ- 
ions, 


— 


m raοοαναοοnονα Z 
fions, when bearing relation to a per 
ſon deceaſed, have often, I fancy, with I 
concurrent circamſtances, been ſuffici« oil 
ent to exhibit the dead to the living. 


| 
| 
| 
ö 
| 
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But what is more, there ſeems no 
other account that is adequate to the 

| caſe as I have ſtated it. Allow this, 

and you have at once a reaſon, why 

the moſt upright may have publiſhed a a 

falfehood, and the moſt judicious, con- 

firmed an abſurdity. 


Thus far Shenſtone, whoſe ſenti- 
ments on this ſubject I was unacquaint- 
ed with at the time the following work 

was delivered for the preſs, but having 
met with them ſince, and wiſhing you 
| to ſee them, I preſent them in this in- 
troductory addreſs; to which I now 
beg leave to add, that when. the fol- 
lowing dialogues were written, they 
were not intended to have had annex- 
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ed to them any the moſt diſtant refer- 
. ence to the writer, or any publication 


of hers, that could have enabled you 
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DIALOGUE. I. 


CAROLINE any MATILDA. 


Caroline. 


NDEE D, my dear Matilda, it gives me 
much uneaſineſs to ſee you enter into ſuch 


Wy ou liſten to with ſuch marked attention, that I 
annot doubt your believing they are all true. 

= Matilda. 

j I am much obliged to you, my good Caroline, 
nd very ſorry that you will not depend upon the 
ruth of any ſtories of ſpirits or apparitions; which 
WW own, I, for my part, take great delight in hear- 
ing, and am always diſappointed when you laugh 
Wat them; beſides, I wonder much at your cruelty 
8 being ſo highly c with the * of 
our companions, 3 

þ Meth. IF . 


; fooliſh ſtories of ghoſts and apparitions, which _ 


© - | D1X$06$2z1. 


5h ary Galen. ICE ae ah 
Pray you, my Matilda, believe me, When 1 | 
aſſure you my entertainment does not ariſe from a 


bad diſpoſition, or any gratification that i is not per- 
fectly eee. 


| I know not how to Sis that poſſible. Although 
I never knew you cruel, in any other particular, 
yet, I cannot but think you ſo, when you laugh 


at your companions, and the moſt en tales 
| my relate. | 1 7 


Caroline. 


Les; and you will laugh with me, when your 
fears are reinoved, and b are . to e 
: * ann. 8 


A 

I have great reaſon to wiſh I could think leſs 

about them, for I ſhould not then be afraid, if in 
- the dark, nor be alarmed at any ___ u Mey | 


| e 


Ves, I W you a e — he who 
the candle was unexpectedly: removed, and your 


wag had, : 3 a We, J view- of a 
3 * ſhadow 


(4 
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ſhadow againſt the ſide. of the room where we 


were fitting; you ſtarted at the movement of 
this ſhadow, as much as you could have done had 


it been any thing that could: really have injured 
you: but I am glad you will acknowledge your 
fears are troubleſome, as that you have n to 
wiſh yourſelf freed from them. 
But I beg you tell me ſincerely, is not your 
ſeep frequently diſturbed when you have been 
reg to the bl. aer, of your n eue 
tance? 3/4. 

. T 
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So he ſo, ie I am {ure to hs n in 
my dreams, if I fleep ; but my ſears many times 
baniſh ſleep, and then you know: not en ; 


A ſuffer ;- I tremble; and am . 
| Caroline: | 


Hanna never think what injuſlice- you are db 
of to yourſelf, in thus giving: way to ſuch: fooliſh 


apprehenſions, without ever conſulting your rea- 


ſon. . But I am of Addiſon's opinion, who ſays, 
© | look upon a ſound imagination as the greateſt 
bleſſing of life, next to a clear 3 and's 
good-conſcience,*  __- 

Now the queſtion is, whether: you can think 


you are in poſſeſſion of this great FE a ſound 
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the door, the young women broke off their diſ- 
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Matilda. 9 34 KEY ch : oe) 
No, by no means; a found imagination kerpy 


people from being — 88 
Caroline. . 


| 5 am far from airing that ie will binds p 
from being afraid, if there be any reaſonable cauſe 


0 
a 


of fear, But without this valyable blefling, you 


are ſubject to conſtant alarm, and all that ſlaviſn 


apprehenſion ſo well deſcribed by the author I have 


lately quoted, in the Spectator, No. 12, Pere he 
ſays, 

<4 eee de eee Mee wane Wychel 
young girls of the neighbourhood fitting about the 
fire with my landlady's daughters, and telling ſto- 
ries of ſpirits and apparitions. Upon my opening 


courfe, but my landlady's daughters telling them 
it was nobody but the gentleman (for that is the 
name I go by in the neighbourhood, as well as the 
family) they went on without minding me. I 
ſeated myſelf by the candle that ſtood on a table 
at one end of the room ; and pretending to-read a 


book that I took out of my pocket, heard ſeveral 
dreadful ſtories of ghoſts as pale as aſhes that had 


ſtood at the feet of a bed, or walked over a church- 
yard by moonlight: and of others that had been. 
| con- 


41: + | 


conjured into ths Nag for difturbiog Ages 
reſt, and drawing their curtains at midnight, with 


many other old women's fables of the like nature. 
As one ſpirit raiſed another, I obſerved that at 


the end of every ſtory the whole company cloſed 
their ranks, and crouded about the fire. I took 
notice in particular of a little boy, who'was fo 
attentive to every ſtory, that I am miſtaken if 


he ventures to 80 m by n dert r v7 


month.“ 8 

The ſubjeR is vii but 4 is runs 
fary I think I have given you, and I do not willy 
to trouble you with more; only I beg you to 


obſerve if there had been real eauſe for fear, the 


children muſt have been the laſt to diſcover it, a8 


a man of underſtanding and experience muſt have 


ſeen the danger much quicker than they could 
poſſibly be ſuppoſed to do; but as they were only 


guided by their fear, and not their reaſon, they of 


courſe hurt that ſound imagination ſo much to be 
wiſhed for. But I beg to know yo: opinion on 
the 80 The 


Matilda, 


My opinion is, that 1 ſhould have been as s much 


| 3 as any of the company. 
Caroline. 
* you. will. « own, with as lade reaſon, Yet 
P. 3 - 1 wills 
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6 DIALOGUE 1. | 2 
I wiſh $0;knou what you think you have ee fear 


on thoſe occaſions? {1 ' 


Matilda, 


Well, I will tell you.—-Now, had I been that 
little boy, when I had got to bed, I ſhould have 
remembered all that had been ſaid of the ghoſts, 
and I ſhould have expected to have ſeen them im- 
mediately, as they had been deſcribed, and have 


reflected upon the viſit I expected, until I had 
trembled with horror at the appearance mY would 
make. | g * 


Caroline. p 


But you do not think they would viſit you withs | 
out any cauſe? Vu, no doubt, expect they have 
buſineſs of importance, ſomething of conſequence 
to  communicats FR 1 


Matilda. 


O! no, that would be ten times worſe; and 1 
ſhould almoſt die with fear, if T thought they 


| would addreſs m Me. 


But I do not believe they can ſpeak, for I never 
heard they could; and as to buſineſs, I cannot 
remember hearing they ever came about any puſi- 


neſs whatever. 


" Caraline. 


Upon my word, n, you have hat chok 
| ima- 


\. — 


bl 
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ine beings a ſine compliment, in ſuppoſing 
they ate ſent into this world again, without any 
power to do good ; and according to your ideas, 
only permitted to play tricks, make unaccount- 
able noiſes, and diſturb whole families of poor 
innocent people, who have neither any way in- 
jured them, nor can — diſcover wy RY 
are to be thus tormented, 

From all which I conclude, you 4 your com- 
panions are of opinion, they are ſent in thofe hor- | 
rid ſhapes for no other reaſon than to frighten peo 
ple, to make them tremble, or run away; or per- 
haps do them great injury, as theſe ſtrange ac · 
counts may do you, if not timely prevented by 
better information. | ; 


8 


Matilda. 


Indeed it ſeems very odd that thoſe they viſit 
and torment ſhould not know why they are ſent, 
as they might then be ſuppoſed to be of ſome uſe. 


a Caroline, 


Gn in this. you jade OY — without 
ſome wiſe end was anſwered by their reviſit to 
earth, we cannot imagine ſuch cruelty in the mer- 
ciful Diſpoſer of all events, as you, I dare ſay, 
would not be guilty of, even to the little girl that 
your mother permits you to ſend of your errands; 
for 1 am much miſtaken in your diſpoſition, if you 

| B 4 would 
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DIALOGUE 1 
l e be ubm to fend the child! pense 


Ip if unable to ſpeak, ieee, r 
| Anme 


* Matilda. — 
eee ee e eee ee 
you know I could not anſwer to my kind mother 


for behaviour like this. Beſides, they muſt be 


very fooliſh who permitted me to do ſo; and if 


1 am ſure they would, except they w were in jeſt, 


and only intended for a little innocent diverſion. 


Caroline. 
ReſpeRing this innocent kind of ſport, there i is 


a good moral to be drawn from the fable of || | 


The Boys and the F dos, 1 
Which Eſop begins thus. * On the margin wh 


a large lake, which was inhabited by a great num- 
ber of frogs, a company of boys happened to be 


at WO, their diverſion was «nk and-drake ; and 
6 4 It whole 


* 


I was fo very unreaſonable in my requeſts, I hope 
the fittle girl would have more ſenſe than obey my 
Commands. | | 

| Caroline. . 
Then you really think thoſe eee would! 
be unreaſonable and unjuſt? 
_ Matilda, 


20 

DIALOGUEB!L 's 
whole vollies of ſtones were thrown into the water, 
to the great annoyance and danger of the poor ter- 
rified frogs. At length one of the moſt hardy, 
lifting up his head above the ſurface of the lake; 
« Ah, dear children,” ſaid be, hy will you 
learn. ſo. ſoon the Fs practices of your race? 
Conſider, I beſeech you, that though this * * 
Tor to you, it is s death to uy.” 


* ds $* 0 % Mati 1 


1 perſeAly underſtand the og ps fables 
and I think it as poſſible for ſome perſons to die 
with: fear, as the owe ”_— ea ages with- 
ſtones. Nai 0 

But, you md; no one * ſend in ſports, 
and for the ſake of a little innocent diverſion, a 
child who could not ſpeak, and by that means ex- 
plain the occaſion of her fra pt for 1 n 
or meme n unkind. F 


| - Garaline... 1 , Ba be 
But you do not ſee any impropriety i in „ 
gining the dead are to de er no better 
: rope | 


. 
+ 


" Matilda. 


bi! that is what J have never thought of be- 
fore ; and now you mention pps 1 enen 
e, W Sl n ig 7 90591 
3 Car- 
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tion. I cannot but wiſh to know how you recon- 
eile that part of Scripture, which, ſpeaking of the 


grave, fays, © There the wicked ceaſe from troud- 


ling; there the weary are at reſt.” | 


| | Matilda. 65 
Indeed, my good Caroline, I cannot account 


for it; and all you ſay on the ſubje& is {o new to 


me, that I muſt beg to be excuſed giving an an- 


ſer, until the next time we meet, when I ſhalt 


by happy if you will reſume this converſation. 


Caroline. | 72 


1 ſhall moſt certainly remember that you do 
not ſee any unkindneſs in the dead being diſturbed, 


and ſent into this world: without power to do any 


good, merely to frighten people. Indeed, my 
Matilda, you muſt exeuſe me, but I cannot but 
tags at the employ you en them. 


4 Matilda. 
= now you go too far. 
Caroline. 


Not in the leaſt my dear Matilda for I think 
this is a mighty clever way of eſcaping a good 


drube 


JI 


oi - 
514106 6 1. 686 


he which, if they were mortal, I am ſure 
they would 8 for ſach unaccountable tricks, 


which, nnn a e 
n $ 1 


Matilas. , 


B. you know they may have the power of 
rags. i | 


— 
Suppoſe they have, what then? 
10 ' Matilda, 
| Nay, I know not that they would be much bet- 
ter for that liberty ; for I am certain, very few 


people, if any, would have the courage to anſwer 


them; and I think 1 ſhould die with fear, was 
ſuch einne to happen to me. 


DE TK Caroline. 


And do you imagine the gentle ſpirit of 2 good” | 
perſon could be unfeeling to the horrors they ſaw - 


their preſence created, in thoſe . viſited when 
they returned to earth Eid 


2 Matilda, 


Noe, 1 think that impoſible. „ 
N Caro 


— 
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| ent, they muſt feel it as a puniſhment; and we 
can only conſider it as a diverſion to the bad, 

expreſsly contrary to Scripture, which ſays, there 
the wicked ceaſe. from troubling.” And it would 
be an act of the greateſt cruelty to the good, ho 
could not enjoy this buffoonery when they ob- 
ſerved the horror it create. 


Matilda. 


J confeſs this is fome reaſon fe your being ſo 
mf at our fears; as it would be unjuſt to ſend 

| the good, and the bad are e expreſsly declared ta reſt 

in the grave. 


. 


"Mates | o 


hindi nl ſee you freed from fuch 
flaviſh fears, which I abſerve hurts your health, 
and injures your reſt and peace of mind; therefore 


beg your attention * ſubject wheneves. it 
occurs. +22 95 


i Matilda, © 19 
vou may depend upon it, as I am ſenſible my 
fears can no way affect you; and of courſe, you 
can only want me to. be freed from ſuch e- 


beuſions on my own account. 
cn 


"=> 


m— 
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Caroline. 
- Then, in our next an e we will carry 


the ſubject further, and 1 may perhaps tell 135 A 
tale _—_— "s 


* 


939 
4 


i | 
I ſhall be glad to hear one from you; but if it 
be frightful, you will not believe it, and will only 
make game of the petſon you had it from. 
5 Caroline. | 
That you wilt be the better able to judge of, 
when J have an opportunity to relate the account, 
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Matilda. 


W HEN we were parting the other evening, 
my dear Caroline, you promiſed to tell me 
a ſtory when you had an opportunity, and I hope 
you will excuſe my having brought Henrietta to 
hear it; as ſhe is as fond of tales of ghoſts as my- 
ſelf; but ſhe is not like you, for ſhe believes 


them. 


* 


vi Caroline. 
T am much obliged to you and Henrietta, and 


will do myſelf the * to relate the ſtory I have 
mentioned. 


Ma 


it 
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| 3: 04} ard; 1c ts im 
But what can; you ſay, my good Caroline, to 
thoſe tales, many of which I have been told by 
people, whoſe veracity I never heard called in 
queſtion. Nay, I have known even you fay 
they were people of nner character as to 
truth ? | | 


Caroline. 

I acknowledge the juſtice of your remarks, and 
can aſſure you, what I mean to relate is what 
really happened to a lady I am well acquainted 
with, and whoſe authority I can no more doubt, 
than many you alude to; therefore I beg your at- 
tention to every part of my relation. 


Henrietta. 

Vou may depend upon it. 

| am very impatient io hear it rf o Tue 
Caroline. AE ans 


The lady is one that I am well acquainted wii 
and the circumſtance happened when 1 was a- 
e al en Wehn 
She went upon a viſit to a family at 10 A. 
3 her home; * in a room alone; 
but 
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but in the night was awakened by a noiſe neat 


her, -which, upon liſtening to, ſhe thought to be 


dreadful groans. She had not long attended to 


| this alarming circumſtance, when ſhe heard, what 


ſhe ſuppoſed to be the apparition of a lady, Ureſſed 
in ſilk, walking about the room, who at laſt, as 
ſhe thought, came and undrew the curtains of her 
bed, which ſhe obſerved was ſeveral times repeat- 
ed; while ſhe, in the utmoſt agony and terror, co- 
vered herſelf with the bed-clothes, and was half 
dead with fear and apprehenſion, _ 8 


Matilda. 
O! my - dear Caroline, you w_ me almoſt „ 


tremble at the thoughts of the poor young lady > 
Ituation. What did ſhe do? 


98388 | 


What I wiſh you to do, if ever in a ſimilar ſi- 
tuation; but I hope you would not ſuffer ſo long 
from fear, before you convinced yourſelf as to the 


reality of what you heard. As to the lady in queſ— 


tion, after laying ſome time in the ſtate I have 


informed you, and expecting every moment the 


ghoſt would take from her the bedclothes under 
which ſhe had endeavoured to conceal herſelf; 
ſhe began to conſider that ſhe was not conſcious 
of having ever injured any one, and of courſe the 
_ (for ſuch ſhe concluded it was) would not 

injure 


5 THY 


* 


| Da A, W’ 
injure her, if ſhe could have courage, and venture 


to take a look. In conſequence of which reſolu- 
tion, ſhe, with a grrat degree of timidity, raiſed 
her head above the bedclothes, when, to her no 


ſmall ſatisfaction, ſhe perceived it was beginning 


to be daylight. - Emboldened by this diſcovery, 
ſhe looked about ber; and to her great conſola- 
tion ſhe found out the ſource of all her apprehen 


ſions, which aroſe from a very common * tri- 


fling incident. 
 Metilda. 
Oh! lo then its not a ghoſt at lf, 
© Caroline. 


a like one. But you ſhall hear, The. houſe 


ſtorm of rain and wind. The curtains of the bed, 


as is common, ran on iron rods, with braſs rings; 
and the bed was placed rather near the window, 
which, from the violence of the wind, had been 


blown open; by which means the curtains were 
expoſed to the fury of the ſtorm, which bleu them 


backward and forward with great violence, and 
was what ſhe thought the ghoſt had been partieu- 


larly engaged with. dhe ſoon n their flut- 
tering 


was an old one, and the window opened, as ou 
have ſeen many, with a ſmall iron faſtening. This 

had not been properly attended to the evening bs- 
fore, and in the night there came on a violent 
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tering againſt the paper of the room, when 4 
by the wind, was what ſhe" concluded to be the 
ruſtling of ſilks, while the dropping of the rain on 
the lead under the window, was what her terrified 
imagination converted into the noiſe of a {lady's 
ſhoe heels, walking over the floor: and the noiſe 
the ivind made im dlifferene parts of the old build-_ 
ing, ſounded to her, during her panic fear, as fo 
many ſcreams and groans. Finding how much 
ſhe had impoſed upon herſelf, by her miſled fears 
and deceived imagination, ſhe aroſe, and ſhut the 
window, which put a ſtop to the grand cauſe of 
all that had ſo terrified her. But fo great had been 
her agitation, that ſhe could not ſufficiently collect 
herſelf, or compoſe her mind, ſo as to admit of 
any more reſt; and ſuch was her afrurance of the 
reality of what ſhe ſuppoſed was paſſing, and fo. 
deep the impreſſion of horror which had ſeized her 
mind, that ſhe ſays, had ſhe not fortunately had 
reſolution enough to look up, but had laid until 
ſome of the family had come into her chamber and 
ſhut the window, before ſhe had perceived the ef- 
fects of its being open, nothing could have per- 
ſuaded her at the time, but that there W was 
ſometling ſupernatural in the room. 

Now only think, my dear girl, how many tales, 
to which you have liſtened with the utmoſt atten- 
tion, may have no better foundation than the one 
I have now told you; and yet the people may be 

| as 


I 


(4 

D14aitoove 1 19 
as innocent of any intentional falſehood as your- 
ſelf, but are deceived from want of reſolution to 
ſcek a little further into the cauſe of their alarm; 
in which they would be amply rewarded for their 
trouble, by a preſent ceſſation from their painful 
fears, and a future bar to their . 1 * 
_— by falſe appearances. 


Henrietta. 


Me are much obliged to you for this account 
and I am glad the young lady had the courage to 
look up, and ſee the cauſe of all __ n, 
ſions. 


Caroline. 


And ſo am I, for your ' ſakes. as well as ber 
own, But I fear Matilda is a little diſappointed 
at their being no ghoſt in itz only a ſuppoſed 
ane, 7 n | 

Matilda, © 4 


I am ſure, had it been me, I ſhould have made 
it one; for, in the firſt place, I could not have 
dared to wor up; and in the next, I ſhould not 
have had -ſo much more courage from its being 
light: for though ſpirits are generally repreſented 
as coming in the dark, yet, as the light ſeems ne- 
ceſſary to our perceiving them, I ſhould have only 
made. myſelf more ſure of ſeeing the ghoſt I ima- 
gined fo near me, 

Caro- 


— 


DIALOGUE n. 


" Crroline 


But do you not think this would have doit moſt 
| admirably for a "wn of an apparition ? 


"RF 


Yes, that 1 am certain it would, and have been 
as firmly believed as any of the tales we have in 
Keen, 


ee 


Well, as to that, there was great reaſon to ĩma- 
- gine it was a ghoſt, 


Caroline. | 
As to the ſtrength of the reaſon on this occa- 
ſion, we will, if you pleaſe, be ſilent ; but as to 
the ſtrength of the fear, it cannot be doubted ; and 
that paſſion is too powerful for either reaſon or 
any other cauſe to ſubdue ; therefore more parti- 
cularly contributes to make people deceive them- 
ſelves, as well as other people, by their ſtrange, 
though innocent relation; and thus I account for, 


and anſwer your queſtion at the beginning of this 
dialogue, 


DIALOGUE m. 


CAROLINE, HENRIETTA, A MATILDA. 


- - 
- 
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Henrietta. | 


WELL, my good friend, I have reflected 
much upon the ſubject of people coming 
again into this world, after they have been re- 
moved by deatn. 

I am glad you have; and, for my part, I con- 


feſs I think it a fooliſh buſineſs, as I cannot ſee 


why they ſhould be removed merely to be ſent 
back ſo long a journey. Now I think they had 
better ſtay here, and be excuſed all that trouble, 


Matilda. 


You never vm be ſerious on this ſujet, © Ca- 


lice? 
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22 DIALOGUE Ut. 
Caroline. 


How, my dear Matilda, can you ſay ſo, when 
you know I told you a very ſerious tale of a ghoſt 
the laſt time I had the pleaſure of ſeeing Henrietta 
and you together. 


Matilda. 


Ah, but that was only to prove how much peo- 


g ple might be miſtaken, _ they imagined. my 


heard a ghoſt. 
Caroline. 


The beſt thing that could poſſibly be proved ts 
you; for your fears and apprehenſions are ſuſh- 
cient to create them, : 


Matilda. 


I freely acknowledge this, and would give any 
thing I never had heard of ghoſts ; for then you 
know I ſhould not be afraid. 


Horrietts, 


Nor I neither; and yet I am as fearful as you 
can imagine, after hearing my acquaintance tell 
of frightful appearances, which they are- told were 
ſeen in ſuch and ſuch places. 


3 


W:-5 1 
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But do not you ladies wink it more Ieh that 


theſe people ſhould be miſtaken, than that the dead 
ſhould be diſturbed ? 


125 Matillla. 


No, that I cannot ſuppoſe ; for this reaſon: I. 
have heard many have really appeared to ſome of / 
their moſt intimate acquaintance, and that they 
have ſeen them too near to admit of any miſtake 
in their perſons, which were well known to them 
and I have heard them likewiſe obſerve, that they 
could not but know them from their clothes, be- 
ing exactly the ſame they uſed to wear when living, 
and put on preciſely in the ſame manner. | 


He nrietta. ; , 8 | ( b 


T have heard ſo many times, and I own I never 
know how . to think they can be miſtaken when 
they mention ſuch circumſtances ; for moſt cer- 
tainly, Caroline, it is the beſt proof they can give 
that they ate not deceived by tr ears or ima» 
gination. 


Caroline. 
K * 


And are you, likewiſe; of that opinion, Hen- 
rietta; if ſo, I know not how far I ſhall be able 
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you ſay on this ſubje& ; and ſhould you free us of 


* 


ou DIA Love nt. 


to convince you of the abſurdity of thoſe extrava- 


gant relations. But you will do me the juſtice to 


believe 1 ſhall neither enter into, nor continue, 
this kind of converſation, but with à view of free - 


ing you from a flaviſh fear, I obſerve you have 
permitted to take place in your minds, though 
you are ſometimes aſhamed to acknowledge it; as 
was your companion the other night, when ſhe 
requeſted to change her bed, Mpc ſleep in another 
room, though ſhe was ſo muc 

fears, as to beg to be excuſed declaring them. 


Henrietta, + 


ments. 
1 * Matilda. 
Yes, and our particular obſervation to what 


our fears, it will be a laſting advantage. 
. Caroline. 
That is my wiſh; as you may then, and not 


till then, taſte the bleſſin gs I have already deſcribed 
as belonging to a ſound imagination, 


Henri ietta. . 


We will be all attention, 
Care» 


* KL" a7. 1 * 


aſhamed of her 


Your kind intention merits our acknowledg- 


een 
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F Caroline. 

Then permit me to aſk you ladies a few queſ- 
tions. As you are of opinion the body quits the 
grave on thoſe occaſional ' viſits ; pray, tell me, 
how do you imagine them capable of removing 
the maſs of earth that is univerſally thrown over 
every poor helpleſs corſe ? And when entombed, 
how do they remove the ſtones, &c. which muſt 
be in their way? Would not thoſe actions ſpeak 
them ſtronger than when alive? And I ſhould be 
glad to know how they contrive to leave all ſo like 
what it was before they took their nightly excur- 
ſions, that there is no diſcovering the difference? 
Can you account for theſe phenomena, Matilda ? 


Matilda. 
I can no otherwiſe account for there not being 


any confuſion of this ſort, than by ſuppoſing that 
the body is not raiſed from the grave, but remains 


there in quiet, and only the ſpirit reviſits earth. 


F 


Nay, but it muſt be the body with the « ſpirit, 
if they do the things they tell us of, For you 
know a ſpirit could not remove great ſubſtances / 
from their eren 


C Caro - 


DIALOGUE . 


Caroline. | | 


No, nor ſmall ſubſtances neither; no more than 
your ſhadow could remove any ſubſtance, 


Matilda. 


But though we cannot account for theſe things, 
yet, Caroline, you mult own that is no proof of 
their impoſſibility. . 


- 


Caroline, | 
By no means; yet I think it proof enough to 
me to diſbelieve what my reaſon tells me is ſo Fry 
abſurd. „ 


Henrietta. 


Indeed, Caroline, you are now too harſh in 
your ſentiments. But I hope you will excuſe me, 
if I ſtill believe the body comes again after death; 
though I cannot tell how it diſengages itſelf kom 
* wo. gf | 


\ Caroline. 
Nor, I preſume, how it returns again to its ha- 
bitation there. | 


Henrietta. 


No, that I grant I am equally at a loſs to ac- 
count for. But let us have your opinion. 
Link Cares 


'STIALOGus im 


: e i a a 
Pardon me, my dear Henrietta, while I inquire 
what is your idea of death. Do you think it is a 
ſeparation of the ſoul from the body 7 
| Henri ett, 5 
Ves, moſt undoubtedly. 


Curoline. 


Then you certainly have not reflected upon 
what you have juſt ſaid: for if the body be re- 
united with the ſoul, it muſt of courſe die every 
time they are ſeparated; therefore every time the 
body returns to its gloomy manſion, the grave. 


Aatilda. 


1 grant with you, Henrietta, that death is a ſe- 


paration of the foul and body; but then we muſt 
own, if they were reunited to make their appear- 
ance upon earth, death muſt of courſe OP 
_ ſeparation. | | 


Caroline. 
Moſt certainly; and do you not think this 


would be aſcribing' cruelty and —— to a wiſe 


and merciful Creator? 


e 2 | Ma» | 


. 
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| Matilda, 

I think it would; and therefore cannot be- 

lieve any thing ſo contrary to reaſon and common 

ſenſe. But you know, Caroline, we are not ac- 

quainted with the place where the ſpirit reſides, 

and therefore not able- to judge from whence it 

comes. 

Careline. © 

This, I grant you, anſwers every difficulty re- 
lative to their - reunion, by your giving up that 
thought; and I flatter myſelf you ſee the impoſſi- 

s bility or abſurdity of ſuch a ſuppoſition. 


Henrietta. 


But do you indeed, Caroline, think, that after | | 
death they never riſe again. 


Foe 


We are expreſsly told, that it is appointed to 
all men once to die, and after death' to come to 
judgment. In this you may obſerve they are only 
appointed once to die, and the only return from 
the grave we know of is the reſurrection to life 
eternal. This is what is called by Young, man's 
ſccond birth, and he thinks no ſpot without a 
Rn grave, as you will obſerve in theſe lines f. 
Wo | Nor 
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Nor monuments alone, and burial earth, 

Labours with man to this his ſecond birth; 

But where gay palaces in pomp ariſe, 

And gilded theatres invade the ſkies, _ 

Nations ſhall wake, whoſe unreſpected bones, 

Support the pride of their luxurious ſons. 

The moſt magnificent and. coſtly dome, 

Is but an upper chamber to a tomb. 

No ſpot on earth but has ſupply'd a grave, 

And human ſkulls the ſpacious ocean pave. 

All's full of man, and at this dreadful turn, 

The ſwarm ſhall iſſue and the hive ſhall burn. 

if  Youne' s LasT Dar. 

Theſe lines give you. my opinion of the r 

rectionꝭ or riſing from the dead; a ſubject one 


; 


cannot think of without ideas widely different from 


thoſe which folly and ſuperſtition have created; as 


nothing but a ſerious reflection upon this great 


day, can fix that hope of future life and immortal 
glory, which is the firmeſt ground upon. which 


the pious chriſtian. can, build his. faith of future. 


bis. 
Indeed, Caroline, I am perfectly ſatisfied with 
what you have ſaid on this: ſubject; and do not 


think it likely that the dead body ſhould riſe be- 


fore the awful day of reſurrection: for if they be 
C3 dead, 


N 
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dead, they. cannot; and, if buried wo they | 


would ſoon die in the grave. 


Caroline. 


But if we even grant it pofſible that they may 
effect an eſcape, it is certain when they did die 
they could not bury themſelves ; for the dead are 
incapable of any kind of corporeal buſineſs. 


Matilda: | '# 


That would be impoſſible. And were they 
a ſubſtance, it would be equally impoſlible, if re- 
turned to this world, for them to retire to the 
_— and there to conceal themſelves. 


* 8 Caroline * 


11 therefore hope you are convinced of the folly 
of believing the body can rife from, or return to 
the grave, in this manner ? | 


But if we indeed believe this, you will grant, 
no doubt, Caroline, that the fpirit can reviſit the 


earth, and take the appearance of the body before 
5 death ? 


— 


Caroline. 


has wo next meet, [will wth laure toll. 
e PEER 
DI As: 
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DIALOGUE IV, 


'CAROLINE, HENRIETTA, anv MATILDA. 


Henrietta. 


ERMIT me, Caroline, to remind you of 
your promiſe, reſpecting your opinion in re- 
gard to the probability of the ſpirits of the dead 
reviſiting earth, in the appearance they uſed to 
have when inhabitants of this world. 


Caroline. 


I fear both you and Matilda will think me very + 
- unreaſonable, when TI aſſure you, even that fa- 
vourite belief of yours ſeems to me to merit much 
less confidence than you give it. 1 

| n l Hen 


| 

"I ** 
o 
1 


* 
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Henrietta, 


Dear Caroline, can you doubt that? Why I 

have heard it-from many, who I am certain would 
not tell an untruth, that very frightful things have 
been ſeen in churchyards, and ſuch places. | 


Caroline. 


I you remember, you have agreed that the 
body cannot be reunited with the ſpirit until the 
nnn and that their ſeparation is death. 


4 


Henrietta. a 


* 


Ves; but as we know not where the ſpirit re- 
ſides, I do not ſee why we may not ſill believe 
* are ſeen frequently. 


| Caroline, 


If you pleaſe, ſuppoſe ſo, and try if you are not 
equally at a loſs to account for many of the actions 
aſcribed to theſe ſpirits. But, if neither you nor 
Matilda find any difficulty in- accounting for the 
various things you have heard of, as the actions 
and appearance of ghoſts, then I am open to con- 
viction; and ſhall be as happy to own my mife 
take, as you can be to gain me over to your very 
pleaſant way of thinking; and, as I have no ex- 
traordinary 1 to boaſt, I ſhall be as ready 


- 


to . 


i 
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to ſhrink from my own ſhadow as either of you; 275 


but until I have reaſon. to ang, my opinion, 1 
ſhall ever think, i 


The knell, the Seen: 3 8 
The deep damp vault, the darkneſs and the worm * 
Thels are the bagkean of a winter's eve. 
"2 5 Niehr Tzovenrs. | 


Fe 


But here is Matilda; who, as well as myſelf, 
will grant that the body has nothing to do in the 
buſineſs. Wil you not Matilda ? 


+ Matilda. 


Ye, moſt readily; and I am very 2 0 to find 
you on this ſubject. 


Caroline. 


If you pleaſe then, ladies, to prevent any mil 
underſtanding on this occaſion, it may not be im- 
proper, firſt to know what your notions of a ſpirit 
are; that we may be fully ſatisfied whether we 
both. mean to expreſs the ſame thing by that 
word ; for this explanation is very ve 1888 
we proceed. 5 

A . Henri ietta, ; 2 
In this, I know Matilda and myſelf think alike; 


therefore beg to know your ſentiments z and if they 
| VA: do 


. 
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do not immediately agree with ours, we wilt in- 


form you in what they are different. 


Caroline. 


I would firſt aſk, What is a ſpirit ? Do you not 


ſuppoſe it to be an appearance without ſubſtance ; 
a reſemblance of ſome bodily form, * no part of 
it corporeal, but all ſhadow. 


Matilda. . 


Ves, Caroline, that is exactly the idea which 
Henrietta and myſelf have of them; and in this I 


think we muſt be right; for, if any part of them 


were a ſubſtance, they would not be able to vaniſh 
or diſappear ſo ſuddenly, as I have many times 
heard they do, when no door has been open, yet 


it has been b N to trace which way they 
went. 


e a Caroline. | 
Wel, Gen it is granted they are all fhadows ? F | 


Matilda. 


We think they are; and that their aſhes are not 
_ diſturbed by their appearance, 


Henrietta. 


And we likewiſe think there muſt have * a 


gfeat many that have made their appearance, or 
we could not have heard ſo much about them. 


ST of Caro- 


f 


DAT ef N og 


Caroline. 


Then you will not allow that thoſe who: firſt 
fpread thoſe frightful reports could be miſtaken... - 


Henrietta. 


As to that, andes if they mally fonts hoſt, 

you know if they were a little miſtaken in their 

account of it, one would excuſe them, as they 
Wanne 1 

_ - Caroline. 8 a : 

But, I believe, my good friends, you are not 

ſenſible what very different accounts people fre- 


quently give when agitated by fear; as fear not 
only magnifies every object, but ſo far impoſes up- 


on their ſenſes, that they can fancy ſuch figures as 
were never ſeen, but by the power of à diſordered- 


imagination. As a proof of this, and t make you 
better underſtand what I mean, if you pleaſe, 1. 


will give you a ſtory I have lately met with ini the 
Children's Friend; which may ſerve to ſhom yo 


how very different aceounts may be, that are re- 


ceived from people who are actually frightened; 


and thoſe who are of the oppoſite party, and have 


"M:.. 


no fears for. W or oy — OY 
wy = 6k rl 


[21 3549 . a This 


ax, * 


* 


— 
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This ſingular adventure is related by a cap- 


tain, who ſays, © I was coming home one night 


on horſeback, from a viſit I had been making to a 
number of the neighbouring villages, where I had 


_ quartered my recruits. It happened there had 
fallen a deal of rain that day, ſince noon, and du- 


ring all the evening, which had broken up the 
road, and it was raining fill with equal violence; 
but being forced to join my company next morn- 
ing, I fat out, provided with a lanthorn, having 


py got to pals a ſtrait defile between two mountains. 


I had cleared it, when a guſt of wind took off 
my hat, and carried it ſo far that I deſpaired get- 


ting it again, and therefore gave the matter-up. . 
By great good fortune, I had with me my red 


cloak. I covered my head and ſhoulders with it, 
leaving nothing but a little hole to fee my way, 


and breathe through; and for fear the wind ſhould 


take a fancy to my cloak, as well as hat, I paſſed: 


my right am round my body to ſecure it, ſo that 
riding on in this poſition, you may eaſily conceive 


my lanthorn, which 1 held in my right hand, 
was under my left ſhoulder. At the entrance of 


' village, on a hill, I met three travellers, who 


no ſooner ſaw me, than they ran away, as faſt as 


f gen For my part, I went on upon the gal- 


and when come into the town, alighted at an 
where I deſigned to reſt myſelf a little; but, 


in 
ſoon after, who ſhould enter, but my three pol- 
>." troons, 


* o 
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toons, as pale as death itſelf. They told the 
landlord and his people, trembling as they ſpoke, 
that on the road they had encountered a great fi- 
gure of a man all over blood, whoſe head was like 
a flame of fire; and to increaſe the wondeg, placed 


beneath his ſhoulder. He was mounted on a dread- 


ful horſe, faid they, quite black behind, and grey 
before, which, - notwithſtanding it was lame, he 
ſpurred and whipped right up the mountain with 
extraordinary ſwiftneſs. Here they ended their 
relation. They had taken care to ſpread the a- 


larm as they were flying from this wonderous ap- 


parition, and the people had come with them to 
the inn in ſuch a drove, that upward of a hun- 
dred were all ſqueezed together, opening both 
their mouths and ears at this tremendous ſtory. 


To make up in ſome ſort for my diſmal journey, 


I reſolved to laugh a little, and be merry at their 


coſt, intending to cure them of ſuch fright, by 
ſhowing them their folly in the preſent inſtance. 


With this view, I got upon my horſe again be- 


hind the inn, went round about till I had rode the 


diſtance of a mile or thereabouts; when, turning, 
I diſpoſed of accoutrements, that is to ſay, my 
cloak and lanthorn, as before, and on I came 
upon a gallop toward the inn, Vou ſhould have 


ſeen the frighted mob of peaſants, how they hid 


their faces at the ſight, and got into the paſſage, 
Tann but the hoſt had courage to 


remain, 
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remain, and keep his eye upon me. I was now 


before the door, on which I ſhifted the poſition 
of my lanthorn, let my cloak drop down upon 
my ſhoulders, and appeared the figure he had 
ſeen me by his kitchen fire. It was not without 
real difficulty, we could bring the ſimple people 


that had crowded in for ſafety from their terror: 


the three travellers, in particular, as the firſt im- 
preſſion was till ſtrong within them, could not 
credit what they ſaw, We finiſhed by a hearty 
laugh at their expence, and drinking to the man 
whoſe head was, like a flame * fire, and placed 
aches nuts” 


G 8 i F 


I have borrowed this ſtory, to ſhow you how 
innocently wonderful tales are raifed, and that 
with as little deſign to impoſe upon the hearers, 
as theſe poor travellers had; therefore, I beg you 
will not think I doubt the veracity of any of your 
companions, or, indeed, the veracity - of thoſe 
from whom they heard them; as they might as 
firmly believe them as you yourſelves, and fre- 


quently, with no better foundation than this 


frighted mob of peaſants had. But give me leave 


w aſk, ladies, what is your opinion of this LY 
15 | 


5 . q 


1 wink the three travellers were. very fooliſh 
\ But 
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But had they run away without calling at the inn 
"ny EP never have vor an an 


% 


No, . certainly ; and then, who could have con- 
futed three ſuch firm aſſerters of this dreadful tale. 
But what would you wiſh them to have done on: 
this occaſion. 


Henrietta. 


. I would have had them to have ſtood fill, 
which if they had done, I dare ſay they might; 
have heard the horſe's feet, as he galloped up the 


hill, e ee e e e 945 
was no ghoſt, 


-”» 


Mills. 


1 wonder they did not; fins as they faid, is 
captain ſpurred and whipt the horſe up the moun- 
tain, they might have heard the horſe” s feet at a 


conſiderable diſtance, w_ they paid any attention 
to the ſound, 


Caroline. 70 5. 
And I beg to know, which way this could 


ſerve either to baniſh their fears, or to prove this 
was no apparition. 


< 
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3 | Matilda, 


The horſe mold have been a ſhadow if +a dy 
was ſo, therefore it could not have made r 
- noiſe. . 


Fenn 
No; Bale could his whip or his 2 have 
hurt him. f 


Careline. 


0 ſtop Henrietta, or you will certainly 
make it appear thoſe much dreaded apparitions 
cannot hurt you, and of courſe that your fears, 
your ſleepleſs nights, wild looks, and miſerable 
apprehenſions, are againſt your own judgment 
and reaſon. For you ſeem ſenſible thoſe ſhadowy. 
nothings cannot injure you, and that even their 
| _— of violence cannot be felt. 


Henrietta, 


And yet if I was to ſee one, I ſhould not be leſs 
afraid than I ſhould have been had I continued to 
think it a reanimated corſe. But you, Caroline, 
are not afraid of any thing, 


Indeed, 1 ſhould be quite as fearful as your 
ſelves, did I think your opinion well founded. 
bus | : Hen- 


＋ 


8 


DAI οfπ. n 
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Henrietta | a - X 7 0, F . % 
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Then you will be ſo kind as to oblige us with 


your reaſons for diſbelieving that the ſpirits of the 
dead reviſit this world. | 


Caroline. 


Met certainly, 1 ſhall be glad to give my 
reaſons why I really think they are never ſeen but 
in imagination.” But our time-at preſent will not 
admit of much more than what I have already at- 
tempted ; which has been to ſhow you the poſſibi - 
lity of people being very much miſtaken. 


| Matilda. 


Thus far we acknowled ge, and doubt not but 
there are a few inſtances of ſuch ignorant people 
as the * having been deceived. 


Caroline. 


Tbere i is one thing I have particularly noticed, 
and think very fingularwhich is, that in your re- 
marks you ſeem to think the eye could only have 
been impoſed upon, and that they ſhould have 
made uſe of their ears, to undeceive them, and to 
have baniſhed their fears. For my part, I think 
the hearing as eaſy to be impoſed upon as the ſight, 
and that both theſe ſenſes are ſubſervient to te 
powers of the imagination, It may not W | 
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* 


be unneceſſary, when we again renew this ſubject, 


to mention what you have read, but do not think 


of at preſent, which will at leaſt prove, that the 
ear has been as much deceived as the eye can poſ- 
ſibly be; and at the ſame time that the relation will 


not admit of a doubt of its truth, it will exhibit a 


high wrought picture of the effects of 1 upon 
the i imagination. 


14 


3 DI A- 


* 


= * 


DIALOGUE. v. 


CAROLINE, MATILDA, aus HENRIETTA. 


Matilda. [> POR 


E are now met, Caroline, in expectation 
of hearing your ſentiments in regard to 
thoſe unaccountable noiſes which frequently make 
. | 


1 Caroline. | 
ä to the ——— 
as how”. raped your n oh 
| © Matilda. 
In what have we read it? 
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Caroline, 


In Scripture. But you have not reflected upon 
it; or at leaſt in a manner that could enable you 
to draw a concluſion, which to me ae not 
only very plain, but very curious. 


Henrietta. 


I hope it will enable us to account for ſome of 
the things we have heard of. 


Caroline. 1 1 
80 far 2s to ſhow you the powerful effeQs of 
fear created by a noiſe. We have an example of 
a mighty hoſt being deceived, and fleeing away 
with ſuch haſte. and nn ART as to leave their 
Emo in the way. ; 
Matilda. 
Pray, Caroline, where is this related ? 
Caroline, : j 
In the ſeventh chapter of the ſecond book of 


Kings, where, ſpeaking of the leprous men at the 


gate of Samaria, it is as follows: 
© And they ſaid one to another, why fit we bere 


until we die ? 


And they roſe up in the twilight, to go unto. the 
camp of the Syrians; and when they were come 


i 


DIALOGUE xu. 4 
tothe uttermoſt part of the camp of Syria, behold, 
there was no man there. 

For the Lord had made the hoſt of the Syrians 
to hear a noiſe of chariots, and a noiſe of horſes, 
even the noiſe of a great hoſt: and they ſaid one to 
another, lo, the king of Iſrael hath hired againſt 


us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the 


Egyptians, to come upon us. 
Wherefore they aroſe, and fled in the twilight, 
and left their tents, and their horſes, and their 


aſſes, even ls ao it was, and fled for their 
lives. 


And the king ſent after the hoſt of the Syrians, 
ſaying, go and ſee. 

And they went after them unto Jordan: and, lo, 
all the way was full of garments and veſſels, which 
the Syrians had caſt away in their haſte,” 


This account, my dear ladies, I have given you 


from different parts of the chapter, paſſing over 
what: was not ſo immediately to the pulpoſe of ex- 
preſſing either their flight or fear; which, though 
from a ſupernatural cauſe, merits your attention, 


Matilda. 


As I never noticed this account before, I am 
much ſurpriſed at the aſtoniſhing haſte to be ob- 
ſerved in this deſcription of their flight, 
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Henrietta. | - 


Ves, they did not even take time to, untie their 
Horſes, or their aſſes; although, one muſt ima- 
gine, they might have been glad to have mounted, 
and thereby have added to their ſpeed. 


Caroline. : 


A fear, no Pa deprived them of this 
thought, which muſt naturally have preſented it- 
ſelf, had not that n taken too N poſſeſſion 
of their hearts. Fa F 


Matilda. 


I think they gave an equal proof of their fears in 
caſting away their garments, in order to facili- 
tate their flight. 


- 


Caroline. 


But do you not obſerve how powerfully their 
imaginations were worked upon? 


Henrietta. 


Yes, wonderfully ; ; for they ſaid one to another, 


lo, the king of Iſrael hath hired againſt us the 


kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the Egyp- 
tians to come upon us. 
Caro- 


U 
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Then do not you obſerve, that neither the kings 
of the Hittites, or the kings of the Egyptians, 
knew any thing of the affair. No, nor yet the 
king of Iſrael, to whom they attributed their dan- 
Ser. | | = 

Matilda. 

All this I obſerve. But this was what you 

know pleaſed the Almighty, 


Caroline. 


Moſt certainly; and it would have been equally 
eaſy to him, to have ſent 2 armies their imagina- 
tions depicted, | 


Henrietta, 

Moft certainly; had he pleaſed. 

Caroline. 

But you may obſerve the words, For the Lord 
had made the hoſt of the Syrians to hear a great 
noiſe, Now, as the mighty hoſt which they 
thought they, heard was not neceſſary, fo it is 
equally poſſible they might be only made to hear a 
noiſe, as of chariots and of horſes, &c. and yet 
there be no real noiſe, kr as fixed upon their 
imaginations: | 

Hen» 
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» Henrietta. 


I I muſt own that ſeems moſt likely; for if there 
really was at that time a noiſe ſo tremendous, as 


to ſeem the noiſe of a great hoſt, yet not any of 


the kings or their armies were there, or diſturbed 
relative to it. 


| Caroline. | 
Not one of them were ſo mitch as acquainted 


with it. Therefore does it not ſeem at leaſt poſ- 


ſible, that, notwithſtanding what poor frightened 
mortals may imagine, the dead may reſt equally 
undiſturbed, and unacquainted with their fears and 


breathed into our noſtrils the breath of life, and 
when he pleaſes calls us from the ſcenes of morta- 


lity, can alone give permiſſion for the bonds of 


death to be broken, and the fleeting ſpirit to be 
brought back to earth, 
: | Matilda. 5 | 
I muſt own there ſeems a degree of probability g 
that the dead may not be diſturbed, as it is plain, 


the living were not, when the Syrians thought 
you were, and on that account left the camp. 


; - OT 
| But as you, en really believe that peo- 
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ple are made to ſee . which * no 
| 


* 


tei 9283 WI” 
Caroline. 2 


The dark veil of ignorance is drawn over our - 
reſearches into futurity; and all we have to do is, 
to rely with implicit confidence upon a kind and 
allwiſe eternal Protector, to whom we cannot aſ- 
cribe any folly or mn in the — * 


events. 
| Henrietta. 


But when we are alone, and afrgid, we are Fog 
to forget 22175 | 
Yet to him, who is ever preſent, and to whom 

light or darkneſs are equal, we ought to look for 
courage and fortitude, and to conſider, that when 
guarded by him, nothing, can hurt us, without 
his knowledge and permiſſion: then may we hope 
from our confidence in the ever-preſent Deity, to 
be animated with courage, and enabled to ſee what 
fooliſh phantom or miſchievous companion, thus 
innocently alarms, or cruelly ſports with our feel- 
ings, and thereby endangers our health, or perhaps 
underſtanding, 
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that power, it muſt be impoſition. 


Henrietta. 


For the future, I hope I ſhall always have 
courage enough to look upon what thus alarms 
| Caroline. Aim 4a "0 
Do but keep this reſolution, and you will, I am 
ſenſible, always be convinced that what alarms you 
are no ghoſts, no ſhadows, no apparitions ; but 


on the contrary, real ſubſtances, from watch | you 
have nothing to fear. 


4 


% 


Matilda, © : 


But, Caroline, ſuppoſe we ſhould be like the 
Syrians, made to hear a noiſe,” or made to ſee 
{ſome viſion by a ſupernatural power! 

Caroline. 

In that caſe, you would need ſupernatural aid to 

protect you, from any bad effects. 


But tell me, can any mortal raiſe the dead, body 
or ſpirit, and give them powers of an? 


Matilda. | OOTY 
No, that is impoffible; and if any pretend to 
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Caroline. 


If a ative raiſed, ad nba powers 
of action, it follows it is from ſome high order, 
Gore than mortal. Fe 


| | Cn. © | 
Moſt certainly: or the wicked might be always 


diſturbing, and tormenting them, in them 
back to life. 


Caroline, 


If then, they are ſent by an mp power, 
it muſt be for ſome great and wiſe purpoſe. And 
if ſo, how can it be that houſes and people, are 
ſaid to have been haunted for years, without any 
perſon being able to find out the cauſe ? 


Matilda, 


It is not likely that 3 power ſhould 
be uſed fo ineffectually, and that for ages. 


Caralins. 


No, that would be to aſcribe folly to the Being 
who ſent them, or permitted their coming. . 
But ſo many of thoſe reports have had their 
foundation in intereſt, that it muſt render the 
whole liable to » 
"a 2 
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private motive, as intereſt, revenge, or a ſecret , 
love of miſchief. And it ſeems reaſonable to think, 
where they have a better foundation, they will 
ſhow it by anſwering the high commiſſion on 
which they were ſent. For it would be abſurd, 


b not to ſay wicked, to imagine the eternal Author 
of nature, to whom the ſpirits of mortals belong, 
ſhould ſummon them for cauſes to which they 
were unequal, or the bad effects 1 which he could 
not be i ignorant. 
: Henrietta. | M424 

And yet I never heard any of thoſe tales any way | 

account for their buſineſs on earth. 
Caroline. 


One would naturally ſuppoſe ſome great diſco- 
yeries mult have been made, or ſome great changes 
have taken place. Some private merit have been 

' rewarded, or ſome hidden guilt revealed, by their 


appearance. 
Henrietta. 


Inſtead of which, all we hear of is the fear and 
the horror of mind they are expected with, and 


are ſure to create though no one knows why they 
come, 
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Caroline, | 


For which reaſon, it appears more likely that 
the ſenſes may be impoſed upon by fear, as that 
ſtrong paſſion has frequently operated ſo power- 
fully upon the imagination, as to deprive the ſenſes 
of their force, and leave the ſubject of theſe ter- 
rors, whether real or imaginary, no better than an 
idiot; or by the deranged ſtate of the underſtand- 
ing, much worſe, as unable to combat the moſt 
erroneous or horrid ideas by the efforts of reaſon, 
or ſound judgment. 


Matilda, 


| You ſeem, Caroline, to place a great deal to 
the power of the imagination, | 
| Caroline. 
Indeed I do; as I am of opinion it adds much 
more to our happineſs or miſery, than we in ge- 
neral fu 
You may e obſerve, whatever the mind 
is prediſpoſed to believe, it turns every accidental 
occurrence to a proof of the reality of its exiſtence. 


And thus has the ſuperſtition of all ages had many 
an innocent ſupporter. 


Matilda. 


a 


But you do not think we are ſuperſtitious ? 
RE > * Caro» 
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Quill: EET 


I think you unfortunate, in having imbibed 
your fears from the ignorant and ſuperſtitious ; 


for theſe two things are generally to be met with 
together. | 


— 


Henrietta. 


But pray, Caroline, how do you EFT ſeveral 
Wn; parts of Scripture, which ſeem to countenance a 
3 | babes in ghoſts, | 


-Caroline. 


I have no need of being capable of anſwering 
thoſe parts to be convinced of the improbability of 
meeting with any at preſent z neither, indeed, does 
a diſbelief of what we hear of ſuch appearances in 
theſe days, argue any . of what we read of 
former times. 
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Henrietta. 
Then you do not argue againſt there having been 
{ſuch e in former days ? 


Caroline. 
No, my dear Henrietta, by no means. 
Matilda. 


But if you allow they in former times made their. 
__ appe® 


U 
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appearance upon earth, pray why may we not as 
well conclude they do now ? b 


Corel 


Angels themſelves were in thoſe days not un- 
frequently meſſengers to mortals ; therefore, ac- 
cording to that argument, you may expect to 
meet with angels. And I beg you will tell me 
when you hope to be favoured with a viſit. 


Matilda. © 
Indeed, I ſhould be afraid to meet even angels 


but we are fatisfied there is no occaſion for fear re- 
ſpecting them at preſent. 


n 


Such 1 are ceaſed; nor need a Chriſtian 
wonder Why. But i pony and uten 1 
continue. 


1 Henrietta. | 
Do you think it wicked to be upefixious? 
Caroline. ot pe, 
'T dank it very troubleſome, and what it is our 
duty to ſtrive againſt, by a proper and vigilant uſe 
of our reaſon, And this I would do for two rea- 


ors ;, firſt, for the caſe and peace of mind of my- 
D4 - bY, 
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ſelf, and thoſe about me; and next to prevent my 
being made to appear ridiculous, and diſagreeable. 


HMHatilda. 


But pray, Caroline, do not you wonder how 
people can be miſtaken, when they ſee thoſe they | 
have been acquainted with for years 1 


J 


I certainly ſhould wonder much more, if 1 did 
not think them miſtaken z but I am ſenſible it is 


not an eaſy matter for you to give up an opinion, 


which has long had poſſefion of ybur mind, and 
has been moſt. powerfully ſupported by fear, | 


. # » 0 
= p * 


I confeſs it- ſeems more likely that the people 
ſhould be miſtaken, than that the dead ſhould be 


diſturbed. But yety when they have been ſeen 


juſt the ſame dreſſed, as they ufed to be when 


living, and in the very clothes they uſed to wear, 


one would think in this n could not be miſ- 
Und ib ee 8 


Caroline. 


Ah! there is the difficulty, there is the grand 
obſtacle to your diſbelief of any abſurdity, that 
your reaſon will not permit you e to rely 


upon. „ 465 
Na. 
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Well, I own this always ſtaggers me, as it cer 
tainly is a ſtriking proof that they are not miſ- 
2 when their very dreſs is ſo wen known, and: 

ſo particularly remarked, 


Caroline... 


I have long obſerved you have always quoted 
this obſervation of their clothes, as the grand and: 
inconteſtable proof of their reality.. 


Henrietta. "1 


And you, Caroline, I doubt not, will own nit 
is ſo. 


Caroline. 


You muſt excuſe me, ladies, if I laugh at this 
part of your belief, as more truly abſurd than 
any other of your opinions 8 theſe fearfuk 
apparitions. 


Aae | 
If you can make it appear ſo, I ſhall not have 
much difficulty to give up the reſt of my belief re- 
ſpecting them. ts 
5 Henrietta. 


Nor I neither; for we all look upon this con- 
5 eluſion. 
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cluſion as a confirmation of the truth of any ac» / 


count of this ſort we have among us; and we ne- 
ver doubt any thing, when the veracity of the per- 


ſon is depended upon, and their dreſs . 


ſo well with what they uſed to wear. 
: Caraline. | | 
But why do you depend upon this as any proof 
| Matilda, * 385 
For two reaſons; firſt, we think they are not 


fo eaſily miſtaken ; and next, we think it ſhows 
the perſons time for obſervation.: therefore will not 


admit of that probability of their being miſtaken, 3 
or miſled by fear. 


Caroline. 


' When I have the pleaſure of your company for 
a Jonger time, than I can at preſent be indulged 


with, my dear ladies, I ſhall be ſingularly happy 
in aſſuring you, it is not from rudeneſs, that I 


laugh at the opinions you have imbibed. On the 


. contrary, was I not well convinced you would ex- 


cuſe me, I certainty would not indulge myſelf in a 
mirth which flows not from any idea of ſuperior 
judgment, but from a reflection upon my own 
fears and follies of this kind, which I once fo 
Daviſhly felt, that I think myſelf moſt particularly 
fortunate in being fo happy as early to be better 
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informed; and next to my. thankfulneſs for that 
freedom, from the moſt abject ſlavery of mind to 
the tyrant Fear. And I hope I ſhall experience 
an enviable ſatisfaction in the idea of having ſet 
your minds at liberty from a flavery of the ſame 

Manilda- 

O Caroline, we thought you never had been 

afraid of any thing; therefore concluded you could 


not judge what this weakneſs in others might ſub- 
jet them to _ 


Caroline. 


Ves, my dear Matilda, no child was ever more 
the flave of fear than myſelf; nor can you be ſur- 
priſed that I was, when you hear that I had a go- 
verneſs, who by her frightful tales, abſolutely, 
though unintentionally, taught me to be ſo. Her 
cuſtom was, to tell us the moſt horrid ſtories of 
ghoſts and apparitiens ; and ſuch were the effects, 
that, notwithſtanding it was daytime, and. in 
ſchool heurs, yet, child as I was, I uſed to ob- 
ſerve how much nearer we were inſenſibly crept to 
each other, than we were at the time the tale be- 
gan, ſo apparent was the fear by them created, 
and ſuch its immediate effects. But, alas they 
ſtopped not here; for I had them deeply W 
upon * mind for years. 


D6 Mes 


7 = mt of RA. 0 - 
Z 
— * : I" — N 4 
* 13 N A 3 
8 4 * 4 90 . 8 4 
8 d — * * . 


Were I, _ * 
n pe A Se pe — — © 
dS „* 1 * — 
8 
_ , wk - a 
r . I A 


9 8 * 
r = 
I 


n 
1 


* 
wg a 
A * 
— 
—_— 


e 


8 
We 


P 


. 
— 


2 


TYP, IM 
— — 


* 3 
— — ag 
= 2 . 


* 
2 — 2 — 9H * * . 
4 . * 2 . 
a R mn pg — SY OE IS. : - 
— 0 A — - 34 
W 
— * 


<> 


IS: = on — „ — 
J ooo Soar 
OY - 7 * — . — = — 

* 0) IA 2 , 


A. 
rr 


4. 


— 
As, 


of 


c ee ii > 


- r 
K. 8 — 
A ˙—· Se 


3 


.. 
9 8 — 
IJ 1 —"— * 
E at * — — 
—— 4 - - 
— Pe hs N — by N — 


* 9 
* - 
þ" "oe 


— - 
* 
2 — 


© —— 


— - — nh — 2 
PPP Inte Sr ae. 


EY 6. 
* ge 
* de 
= * gps » , I TP * K 

F E452 <7 LP q 

— 53S r MIS 
3 K 2 * 2 7 

2 — . —— ruin es - iS 

"<a —= — 1 4 1 Jo - * 1 P 

» WS - ** — 4 % A 

* * * , 


2 


2 m 2 __—_ wy yY wad ” 
3 ya 
. . 
—— 
— 7 . 
—_ _ 
PE 


S 


oe £4 5+ £2. . A BH. 
. 


—— — S „ 


„ 25 222 


Ws i 222: —— EIN 


7 2 LY S * W 
RE ER: 
Os 7 = 


EET AG ITIC IOETSICT OCT OO 
: = — — 
8 4 _— oo _ - = : 
— 45 — * * — 3 * — * " 
— * 2 2 — - - 


DIALOGUE v. 


Matilda. 
1 am aſtoniſhed to hear 2875 ever + hve known 
fear on any occaſion, 


Henrietta. 1 
I am very glad you have, becauſe you can pity 
us; and, though you laugh at us, you cannot 


think we are more fooliſh in this buſineſs than you 
have been yourſelf. _ , | 


Caroline N 


If I had not 10 particularly ſuffered myſelf * 
the ſame cauſe, I never could have been ſo anxious 
to free your minds from this dreadful inquietude, 
as I could never have judged fo well of- your ſuf- 


. 


ferings, and therefore ſhould not have felt the ſame 


deſire to aid your own endeavours toward a rational 


inquiry and conſideration of the cauſe of thoſe ter- 


rors, whether real or imaginary, For, if you are 
any thing like what I was, when ſubject to theſe 


alarms, you muſt be anxious to conceal thoſe pain- 


ful feelings, which fear creates, and which are ſo 
ſtrong, as frequently to. endanger, not only the 
health, but the faculties of the mind; which in 
youth, are, perhaps, more liable to be injured, and 
always dependent upon the ſtate of the corporeal 

powers to which they are connected. 3 
nl 1 E  Hen- 
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Henrietta. 
Since I find you have been equally fibjedR 6 to 
thoſe fears, which we feel; if poſſible, I will liſten 


with more attention. For I ſhall now hope to be 
as free from rac as you are. 


Matilda. 


I rejoice that you have known what it is to be 
afraid, And I fee your kind intention more clear- 


ly, by this free confeſſion. 5 
| Caroline. 


And I, on my part, ſhall think my trouble well 
repaid, if what I can ſax on the ſubject has the 
deſired effect, of unbinding you from your laviſh 
fetters. But, at preſent, muſt conclude our con- 


verſation, and renew the ſubject the next oppor- 


tunity. 
Matilda, 


And then we ſhall hear, I hope, why you are ſo 


much entertained at our depending upon the ac- 
counts we have had reſpecting people having been 
ſeen in the clothes they uſed to wear. 


: Caroline. 


Ves, if you pleaſe, We will uſe Our reaſon and re- 
flection 
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flection while we conſider how much greater proof 
this is of their reality, and how far this opinion 
will bear examination, you yourſelves ſhall judge; 
and if you find this grand, inconteſtable proof, to 
be without foundation, then I hope you will have 
leſs difficulty to ſee the abſurdity of every argument 
in favour of thoſe abſurd relations. 
Matilda: 
While we continue to believe this ſtrong proof 
of their appearance, we cannot get the better of 
our belief of their reality, as this is a fort of foun- 
dation for our opinion. 


Caroline. 


. You have raiſed a horrid building, and laid many | 
a trembling foundation, 
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CAROLIN E, MATILDA, anv HENRIETTA. 


© — — ———_— _—_— i- —— 


Caroline, 


MANN queſtions will naturally ariſe from 
the common aſſertion, which fo 

accompanies the tales you hear of ghoſts: I mean 
reſpecting their dreſs being the very ſame they wore 
when alive. The firſt of which I wifh you to an- 
ſwer is, Where do you fuppoſe they get thoſe 
clothes, granting them to be the — 9 


were poſſeſſed of when living? 
Matillls. 
I never thought how they came by them, no 
can I now think by what means. 


+48 * 
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Caroline. 


Perhaps you, Henrietta, may 3 anſwer this 
queſtion. And J hope you will endeavour to make 
it appear eaſy and clear, as you ſee I allow you to 
believe the aſſertion; and all that I aſk is, that 
you will account for it in any way that can even 
ſatisfy yourſelves. But firſt conſider, if they are 
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; actually the fame they uſed to have when on earth, 
; they muſt either have taken them along with them, 


or, ſome how, have obtained them ſince. Now 
tet me aſk, do you think they took their clothes. 
with them into the other world ? 


Henrietta. 


— 


We muſt permit you to laugh now: for, if we 
anſwer, no; then the queſtion yet remains, Hows 
then did they come by them ? | 
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Caroline. 

Ves; for though I have heard of the ancient 
Arabs having their camels tied to their ſepulchres, 
and being permitted to periſh there, that they 
might be ready for their maſter's uſe in the next 
world; yet never did I hear of any method of con- 


veying garments to thoſe ſpiritual inhabitants. 
| | Ma- 
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Matilda, 


But - roy they are not the very ſame they 
uſed to wear, only immediately like them. 


Caroline. 


If you can even account for their manner of 
obtaining clothes immediately, like thoſe they uſed 
to have on earth, I will give ſome credit to your 
belief, as that might prevent great confuſion z for 
if the clothes were really miſſing, and a Pirie had 
happened to borrow them, to play a few tricks in, 
not one of the family, I dare ſay, would ſuſpect 
their ſhadowy orms had any occaſion for them; 
and therefore innocent mortal would be ſul⸗ 


— 8 


Indeed, Godin you make tag-light of WR, 


1 will grant that if you pleaſe. But-you will 


obſerve, this greatly weakens your argument; as, 
you may remember, very ſtrongly relied upon 
the reality of theſe clothes, as a proof of their being 
no miſtake poſſible. But if we only ſuppoſe them 
to bear_a reſemblance ſomething like them, but 
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not the very ſame, it is natural to make another 
inquiry, which follows; Pray, where is their 
wardrobe ? And who works fo. curiouſly for theſe 
aerial beings ? For my part, I ſhould not like his 
office. 
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Henrietta. 
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But, if you pleaſe, we will ſuppoſe they have 
them; though, I own, I cannot tell how, or 
where ; yet I wiſh you to grant it poſlible, 
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Caroline. 
Bat, my * Henrietta, you cannot ſuppoſe theis 
garments are ſpirits, like themſelves. 


Henrietta. 
No, that would be nonſenſe. 


Caroline. 


And yet, if you will but give yourlelf a mo- 
ment's time to reflect, you will perceive the abſur- 


dity of imagining a ſhadow capable of ſupporting 
- ſubſtance. 


Matilda. 


How glad I ſhould be to find 2b wih of a 
counting tor thoſe garments which they wear. 
| Cares 


Diatoovet' ww 23 | 
Caroline. | 


Tou will find that @mewhat difficult. For, if 
they themſelves be ſhadows, which you have al- 


ready allowed, how can they, as ſuch, ſupport any 


ſubſtance you wiſhed to hang upon their ſhoulders. 
For inftance ; when you ſee your own ſhadow, or 
that of any other perſon, can you make it ſupport 
the lighteſt ſubſtance, or can you any way fix for 
à moment the ſmalleſt ſubſtance upon a ſhadow, 


Matilda. 7 

No, not even a feather. 
| Car oline. 
Does not this then prove it impoſſible for theſe 
phantoms to be dreſſed in the very clothes they 
uſed to wear? 

| Henr ietta. 

Are not you ſurpriſed, my dear Matilda, at our 


want of reflection, when we uſed to hear this r. 


peated ſo frequently. 
Matilda, 
Indeed I am; for had we but reflected upon it, 


we muſt have ſeen the impoſſibility of that being 


the caſe; and inftead of being ſatisfied with this 
aſſertion, it would have appeared abſurd, |; 
| Cara- 
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Caroline. 


1 fatter myſelf you now ſee clearly, if they were 
any thing but ſhadow, they could not be ſupported 


by a ſpirit, ſuch as you now ſuppoſe a ghoſt to be, 


whether you call it by that name, or by thofe of 
apparition, phantom, ſhadow, &c. 


| Matilda. 
Nothing can be more evident. 
Caroline, 
But if you ſuppoſe their garments to be buten, 


$ 


Henrietta. "2 


Indeed, we muſt ſuppoſe ſo, as we cannot ac- 
count for them by any other means. 


Car line. 
Then I hope you will not ſtop __ but * 


\ 


all around you to be no more. 


Matilda. 
And pray, why fo, Caroline ? 
Car oline. 


For this reaſon; if one inanimate ſubſtance has 

2 ſhadow, another muſt be ſuppoſed to have the 
fame kind of Wy: reſemblance ; therefore 
-" 2M your 


DIALOGUE Vi &Y 
your tables and chairs muſt be as likely, as your 


clothes, to have this kind of e N 
capable of action. 


Matilda. 
That! is abſolutely impoſſible. 
Henrietta. | 8 
Yes, this would be nonſenſe ; and therefore we 
cannot believe it. : 
| Caroline. 
But do me the favour to tell me, why? 
Matilda. 


It is impoſſible to think either our clothes, fur- 
niture, or any lifeleſs ſubſtance, ſhould, in this, 
any way reſemble the human race, and on that ac- 
count we cannot believe it is your own opinion, 


Henrietta. 


No, Caroline, you know we have already a- 
greed that a ghoſt is the ſpirit, or eternal part of 
the human form; and that when it is * 
from the body, their ſeparation is death. 


Caroline, 


Then it is plain, theſe clothes can have no ſuch 
ſpiritual eſſence, no ſpirit and ſubſtance, no eter- 
| nal 
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nal and earthly 1 but are as other lifeleſs in» 
animate ſubſtances, fit only for mortals, and not 


ſubject to the uſe, or fit for the wardrobe of 


| (ſpirits. ; 7 


But, believe me, it is all imagination, that, 


0 Gives form to fancy, and embodies thought. 


22 4 


JP | cat we never ſaw any abſurdity in whats 
ever we heard on theſe ſubjects ; but I now begin 
to think many of thoſe tales have had their riſe 
com things one to frighten children. 


# 


„ : 


There is no doubt, many of them have had their 
riſe from no better foundation, But when this is 
the caſe, and children's fears are too much ſported 
with for the ſake of a cruel indulgence, the effects 
are ſometimes dreadful ; -and I think thoſe, who 
occaſion them, merit puniſhment for this kind of 
injury more than for many actions which are pu- 


niſhable by the laws of the land. 


Henrie Has 


T hey certainly give one great pain for the time, 


Caroline. 


Yes, and many times the elfects upon the un- 
derſtanding 
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derſtanding has been fatal; and that is much worſe 


than any n affliction. 
Matilda. 


But you know they are very frequently only in- 
tended to create a little innocent mirth; and then 


you muſt agree Mun be ne harm 


in them. | 
© Caroline, 
1 own the intention may be very harmleſs ; but 


as there is no knowing the conſequence, I wiſh 


you may never attempt any thing of the ſort to 
frighten your. companions ; and to ſhow you the 
danger of ſuch an attempt, I will give you a ſtory, 


that merits your attention, as it exhibits a proof of 
the bad effects of this kind of folly. 


' 


Matilda. 
We ſhall be much obliged to you. 
Henrietta. 


Indeed we ſhall, not only for the tory, but for 
your kindneſs in giving it, for a caution to us a- 
gainſt what we might otherwiſe very _— re- 
pent of. 

ee 


I think it well calculated to anſwer that defirable 
end, 
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72 DIALOGUE vi. | 
end. I will give it you, as related” in the Chil- 


dren's Friend : 

« Peregrine, a child of great vivacity and under- 
ſtanding, had adopted ſuch a turn toward muſic, 
that beſide his daily playing on the organ, which 
his maſter came to give him every morning, he 
would go at night to his maſter, who reſided in the 
neighbourhood, and there' repeat it. | 
- © Peregrine's brother was a good boy likewiſe, 
but had ſomething of a turn toward drollery ; arid 
ſpent the time, when Peregrine was at his book, 
in always ſcheming how he might play off ſome 
trick or other, no ways minding who became the 
object of his waggery. He took notice that his bro- 
ther frequently came home alone, and ſometimes 
when it was dark, and turned his thoughts upon a 
ſcheme to frighten him a little. He could walk 
in ſtilts, One evening, therefore, at the time his 
brother was expected home, he put himſelf in a pair 
of very high ones, wrapped a great white ſheet 
about him, that trailed far behind him upon the 
ground; and took a broad brimmed hat, which 
firſt of all he flapped, and having covered it with 
crape, of a ſufficient length to hang a great way 
down on every fide, but moſt of all before him, 
put it upon his head. 

| © Thus frightfully equipped, he placed himſelf 
upright, and at a little diſtance from the - houſe, 

| chan 


8 2 7 bay 
[4 
* 
- 
* * : : : . 5 


<loſe by the garden gate, through which his brother 
entered always coming home. Hh 

This laſt was now returning, in the innocent 
delight peculiar to a child, and humming to him- 
ſelf the tune he had been playing. He had got 
within'a dozen paces of the gate, when he per- 
ceived the vaſt coloſſus, that held out his arms, 
advancing to attack him. Agitated with a mor- 
tal fright, at ſuch an apparition, he fell down upon 
the ground, deprived of underſtanding. Poor Au- 


guſtus, who had not foreſeen the conſequences of 


his fatal frolic, threw away immediately his maſk, 
and fell upon his brother's almoſt breathleſs body z 
and did every thing he could do to feanimate him: 
but alas! the unhappy little fellow, as he found, 
was every thing but abſolutely dead. His parents 
inſtantly came running to. the ſpot, and with a 
deal of difficulty brought him back to life. He 
opened his eyes, and viewed them with a vacant, 


ſtupid look. They gave him every "tender name 


they could invent, while he appeared as if he could 
not comprehend them. He endeavoured, but in 
vain, to ſpeak ; he eſſayed to do ſo, but without 
articulation, 
and will very probably remain in ſuch a ſituation 
all his life-time. Six or ſeven: months have paſſed, 
ſince this deplorable occurrence, and the doctors 


that attend him have, as yet, done nothing toward. 


his cure. Imagine, little-friends, if you are able, 


He is now deaf, dumb, and fooliſh, 
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the diſtreſs and ſorrow of his parents. It would, 
certainly have been better, both for them and him 
too, had he died upon the ſpot. They would not 
then have every day before them-ſuch a piteous ob- 
ject of affliction and deſpair. But their diſtreſs is 
nothing in compariſon of Auguſtus's. Since the 
unbappy accident, he has been like a ſkeleton, 
much more than a human; creature. He can nei- 
ther eat nor ſleep. His tears exauſt him. Twenty 
times a day he walks about the room, and ſudden- 
Iy ſtops ſhort : he wrings his hands, pulls off his 
hair, and mourns even his birth. He calls upon, 
and embraces his. dear brother, who no longer 
knows him. I have ſeen them both, and cannot 
tell which of the two is moſt unhappy.” 

Thus, my dear ladies, ends this account, which 
is ſo ſhocking to humanity, that one cannot be 
inſenſible to the dreadful effects ariſing from a 
miſtaken, though perfectly innocent playfulneſs of 
diſpoſition, which would never have been in- 
dulged, had Auguſtus been acquainted with the 
dangerous conſ:quences. And I Hatter myſelf it 
will not be in vain, that I give you this as a cau- 
tion againſt a wiſh to frighten any of your com- 
panions; and when I refiet how much concern it 
would give you to be the occaſion of ſuch misfor- 


tunes, I cannot for a moment Youbt its having the 
deſired effect. ; 


Me- 


DIALOGUE' vi. oh - - 
| Matilda. 


Thank you, dear Caroline, for your kind in- 


tention, and be aſſured I will henceforth be very 
careful never to do any thing of this ſort. 
| Caroline. 
* 


Nor any other, I hope, that can ſubject a poor 
creature to ſuch horror; for, indeed, when you 


_ indulge yourſelves in foolith ſport of this kind, you 
know not where it will end, or what may be the 


dreadful reſult of a terrified imagination. And I 
beg you, Henrietta, 'will not, as you value your 
peace of mind. 


: Henrietta, 

Believe me, I ſhall never think of doing any 
thing ſo alarming, and I am much ſurpriſed that 
Auguſtus ſhould ; as he, you know, ſo dreſſed, 
and in ſtilts, muſt make a moſt horrid figure, and 
frightful enough to terrify any perſon, 


Caroline. 


1 ſhall be very glad to find this example, or any 
thing I can ſay, may reſtrain you in the hours of 
gaiety from a dangerous, though common kind 
of mirth, which may be attended with the moſt 
dreadful conſequences. And in this, Tam mo 

E2 par- 
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particularly concerned for your own happineſs than 
you may, on a firſt thought, imagine; as I am 
too well acquainted with your diſpoſitions to think 
it poſſible you could be the authors of ſo much 
miſery to any one intentionally ; and if otherwiſe 


you were ſo unfortunate, you, like poor Auguſtus, 
would be objects of pity. 
* 


Matilda. 


I think I could never again be happy, if any 
thing I did in jeſt had ſo dreadful a concluſion. 


_ 
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Henrietta. 


Nor I neither, and yet one might do a thing in 
jeſt very innocently. 


Caroline 


It is therefore neceſſary to inform you of the 
bad conſequence of mirth of this ſort, as I am far 
from ſuppoſing you would, either of you, intend *©_ 
any harm; nor do I think you have any cruelty 
in your intentions. But I beg you to reflect a 
moment, and you will, I think, conſider as cruel, 
the effects of fear. After which conſideration, I 1 
think you cannot deem that innocent or harmleſs, 
which may, by its effects, terminate in conſe- 

quences fatal to the life or happineſs of the unfor- 
tunate object of your ſport. ; 3 
But 
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But I am the more anxious for your attention 
to the bad effects of fear of this fort, as I can, 
from my own knowledge, aſſure you, that a fine 
girl at ſchool, whoſe figure and underſtanding were 
juſtly admired, was, by an exceſs of fear, de- 
prived of her ſenſes, and from that time only grew 
in ſtature ; but with her underſtanding loſt every 
power of improvement, and all her life after, was 
a downright idiot, incapable of mixing with com- 
pany, or any way enjoying ſociety. And ſo far 
was ſhe deprived of the bleſſings which opulent 
parents and a large fortune could beſtow, that her 
riches could only give her an attendant to keep her 
from harm, and apartments and pleaſure grounds, 
to which ſhe was quite inſenſible, as no alteration 
in them were ever capable of gaining the leaſt ob- 


ſervation, or any way ſeeming to impreſs her 
ſenſes. 


Matilda. £ 

Thank you for this additional caution ; but pray 

how was this young lady fo frightened ? 
Caroline. | 

By a frolick of her companions at ſchool, who 
had no thought of the dangerous effects, and only 
wiſhed to produce, by their ſcheme, a little mirth 
the next day. But it was in the night, and they - 130 


faw not the violence of her terror, nor apprehend. | 
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ed any laſting or bad effects before morning; when. 


her illneſs convinced them of their error, 
Matilda. e a 


I would not have been any of thoſe young ladies 


for the world. 


3 
Hentiettig. 


Surely, if any one was particularly concerned 
in this buſineſs, ſhe muſt be wretched, and blame 
herſelf much; and the young Jadies * muſt 


blame her greatly. 


| Cr 


But if you are inclined to condemn ber, it is. 
becauſe you do. not reflect how far ſhe was from 
any intention of harm to her companion; nor 
were the other young ladies concerned any way 
leſs innocent, in reſpect to the intention; for they 
all loved and admired the perſon they rendered 
an object of compaſſion, by their ill-timed and in- 
conſiderate diverſion. Yet, alas |: they themſelves. 
were greatly to be pitied on this occaſion, But I 
leave you to think what they muſt ſuffer, 


Hen riet ta. 


Whew we blame any one concerned, it muſt 
de in a great meaſure owing to our forgetting the 
perſon 
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perfon was like Auguſtus; who, far from wiſhing 
any harm to poor Peregrine, whom he loved ſo 
affectionately, he expected him to ſhare in the 
mirth, when his fright was over. 


Caroline. 


Certainly, this is the caſe; and they are in ge- 
neral objects of our compaſſion, who have been, 
by a high flow of ſpirits, and a lively imagination 
hurried into theſe flights of folly; which does not 
permit them to reflect upon the poſſible conſe- 
quence. Nor do they ſeem ſenſible how very dif- 
ferent and how very tremendous many things ap- 
pear, from not knowing what they are, or any 
way expecting uncommon. appearances. 

Matilda. 

From this moment I ſhall ever be afraid of doing 
any thing which may appear dreadful to others,. or 
any way endanger their health or ſenſes ; and I 
ſhall not forget, that what appears the moſt inno- 
cent and trifling play to me, if intended for no 
other purpoſe than frightening people, may have: 
unexpected bad effects upon thoſe who are unac- 
quainted with what it is that ſurpriſes them. 


Henrietta. | 
It ſeems highly neceſſary to notice, though it 
may not ſtrike our attention. at the time we think 
E+ GER 


ot 


„ DI AL. oGUE vl. 
| of playing any of our acquaintance a trick to 
1 - frighten them, that the little things we think of 
tor that purpoſe may not to, us appear at all ca- 
pable of any dreadful effects: but I believe, many 
have ſuffered from ſurpriſe, as well as fear, and thoſe 
things we think the leaſt of, may have diſagreeable 
of effects from their being ſo very unexpectec. 

* | 


C erroline. 


If we rightly weigh the danger attending ſport- 
ing with people's fears, we ſhall not, I believe, 
think it allowable in ourſelves; as thoſe moſt likely 
to be alarmed are thoſe whoſe prepoſſeſſions make 
them more particularly ſubject to the dangerous 
exceſs which may have a melancholy termination, 
both with regard to them and ourſelves : for I can- 
not by any means omit your own danger in regard 
to the deſtruction of your future peace, which the 
knowledge of being the cauſe of an irreparable in- 
jury, would not fail to occaſion, in minds like 
yours, replete with good and humane ſentiments, 


Matilda. . 


I am glad I have not been the undeſigned occa- 
ſion of fo much miſery, 
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Henrietta. 

I too rejoice it has not happened to either of us, 
as we might have been in the ſituation of the young 
lady's companions, or poor Auguſtus. 


Cara- 


Py WORE vi. . 
Caroline 


Permit me, dear ladies, to congratulate you e on 
your happy eſcape from thoſe horrid reflections, 
which you might now have ſuffered, had yaur in- 
nocent, though thoughtleſs tricks, happened to 
have had an unlooked for and fearful effect; but 1 
now truſt your reſolution is fixed, by the riſk 
you are made ſenſible you run in giving way to the 
impulſe of a fooliſh gaiety, which may juſt as well 
be turned to ſome other leſs dangerous merriment. 


» 


Henrietta. 


If ſome boys had ſeen the melancholy effe their 
frightful appearance had upon Peregrine, it ſeems 
likely they would not have behaved ſo generouſly, 
as, like Auguſtus, to have acknowledged it; but, 


on the contrary, have run away, and. pretended 
to know nothing about him. 


Caroline. 


That would have been very eaſy ; for in the 
confufion the family' were in, they would not have 
ſuſpected any thing of the kind; and the little: fel- 
low was never able to explain the affair for him- 
ſelf, 

Does it not ſeem likely, that if ſewer of theſe 
"WY tricks were practiſed, it would leſſen the 
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number of in tales of ſpectres, ſo variouſly: 
deſcribed ? For I am of your opinion, Henrietta, 
and think, that had ſome boys done this, if their 
intention had been as harmleſs as poſlible ; yet, 
when they found the miſchief attending it ſo great, 


they would not have dared to have appeared in the 


buſineſs, but would have œoncealed their being ac- 
quainted with it; and I can ſee no way that — 
have made them ſuſpected. 4 


And then, you know, nothing but Peregrine's; 


| inability to ſpeak, could poſlibly have prevented a a. 


way ſhocking deſcription. 


Corelle, 


Moſt certainly he would have given, and like 
wiſe have believed, a moſt frightful account; and 


we may be ſenſible, ſrom the ſtrength of his fear, 


he could not believe it any common appearance. 


Much leſs did he think it any of his companions,, 


or a brother. 


Henrietta. 


ben, why may not many of the accounts we: 
hear and believe, ariſe from tricks of this ſort. 


Caroline, 


Frequently they muſt, if they. | have any better: 
foun» 
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foundation than a fertile invention, or the ſtran ge 
and laughable transformation which the moſt com- 
mon object will ſometimes undergo in the eyes of 
one who is apprehenſive of ſeeing the dreadful: 
appearances ſhe has heard of, and as firmly be- 
lieves; though in reality they are only fit to create 
a momentary laugh at thoſe who believe them. 


Matilda. 


Indeed, Caroline, you ſhould not laugh at . 
ſerious things. 


Caroline. ; 


I hope never to laugh at what ought to be ſeri- 
ous; but as theſe are certainly only the phantoms 
of imagination, I feel myſelf quite at liberty to be- 
merry whenever I am in the humour to be ſo, andi 
they are the ſubject of converſation. 
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DIALOGUE. VII. 


'/ 


"CAROLINE, MATILDA, HENRIETTA, Ax Do 
EDWIN. 


Matilda. ; 


8 E us, dear Caroline; for thus taking 
the liberty of adding maſter Edwin to our 
ke. 


Caroline. 


Believe me, ladies, there needs no apology re- 
ſpecting maſter Edwin's introduction; as I am 
ſo well acquainted with his merit and good diſpo- 
ſition, that I eſteem myſeélf much obliged by the 
favour of his company. 


— 


DIALOGUE Wi. ns 


I am greatly indebted to my good tutor on this 


occaſion. Indeed, he makes me ſure of being well 
received by all who know him ; and I thank, you, 
madam, for your good opinion. 


 Carohine. 


You judge right, maſter Edwin. I have heard 
with much pleaſure your - praiſe from Mr, L—, 
whoſe affection for you, and the high character he 
has given you for your attention and diligent =o 
plication, do you the utmoſt credit. 


E 7 FN 


How much I am obliged to him. But I am 
ſenſible his inſtructions are intended to make me 
virtuous and happy; and therefore I cannot neg» 
le& to pay him the greateſt attention. 


Caroline. 


It would moſt certainly be your own loſs, if 
your application did not keep pace with his wiſhes, 
Yet, though you. take no merit to yourſelf, for 
thus ſeconding his endeavours, it muſt yield great 
ſatisfaction to your friends to obſerve you ſo pre- 
W to receive nn which are the re- 
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fult of his ſtudy, we the es of 355 mind 
and manners. 


I am ſenſible: of the great benefit I have received 
from his anxious care over me, and I hope nothing. 
will ever induce me to beQdle or inattentiye to his: 
orders or requeſts, as that muſt end in my own: 
future diſadyantage and diſgrace. | 


Caroline. =) | 
It is happy for you that you are bleſſed with ©. 


juſt a way of thinking 3 and that you have a true 


knowledge of your tutor's kindneſs, and a heart. 
capable of unfeigned gratitude. for his friendſhip ;. 
all which will recommend you to the worthy part 
of mankind, and ſecure to you the eſteem of thoſe. 
whoſe ſociety may contribute much to your fu- 
/ ture felicity and honour. 


Matilda, | 5 
| Notwithſtanding the many good qualities which. 


| maſter Edwin is ſaid to poſſeſs, yet not any 


recommend him to the regards of our family ſo- 
much as his inviolable adherence. to. truth and. 
fincerity. 


Edwin. 
OY ladies, I ſhould be very ach afhamed: 


* 
A 


it. 


\ 
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if I could ſubmit to the baſeneſs of a falſehood ; 
and I ſhould conſider myſelf as unworthy: your ſo- 
ciety, if capable of that deteſtable meanneſs, which 
in me would be more blameable than in many 
others, who have never been ſhown the guilt and. 


meanneſs that * falſchood and. bats de 
ceit. 


Caroline. | 
Thbeſe are the principles by which you. gain ſo; 
much reputation, and fo. juſtly merit that degree- 
of confidence that EI are fo univerſally. treated: 
with. 


Ediuin. 


I doubt not, madam, what you ſay; but can 
aſſure you, I need no other reward than the appro- 
bation of my own heart. The gift of ſpeech is a 
bleſſing which I have been taught to-obſerve the 
brute creation are without. The reaſon why is 
plain : they, being without. reaſon, would abuſe 
that valuable Sil. | 


Caroline.. = 
Ves; but their want of reaſon would render this 
abuſe involuntary. and unavoidable; 
Edwin. 


This, madam, I grant but this will not ex- 
; cuſe- 
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cuſe the only part of the creation that hes it m 


their power to offend that way. On the contrary, 


we muſt ever wonder at their ingratitude for 
making a wicked uſe of fo noble and valuable a 


Privilege. 
95 Crs 


Valuable privilege, indeed ! that diſtinguiſhes 
the particular bounty of a wiſe Oreator to the hu- 


man race. But, alas ! while we ſigh from recent 
ſufferings cauſed by the treacherous tongue of the 


diſſembler, or the more open]y daring voice of di- 

rect falſehood ; they alike prove the mercy of an 

almighty Ruler, whoſe power could ſtop in a mo- 

ment the baſe torrent of the deceitful tongue, and 

perſon guilty of uttering a known falſehood. 
Edwin, 


They have their puniſhaent i in a conſcious 6 


| of meanneſs, which muſt attend them. And they 


cannot be long without the mortification of ſeeing 


_ themſelves univerſally diſbelieved. 


Caroline. 


J am of your opinion, maſter Edwin; and I ean- 
not obſerve the horrid practice of duelling, of late 
fo common on theſe occaſions, without looking up- 
on it as a ſtrong, though ſhocking proof, of: the 

: uni- 


-— 


inflict the puniſhment of laſting ſilence upon the | 
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univerſality of opinion which prevails in reſpect to 
this vice; for it is held in ſuch general deteſtation, 
that to be charged with it, is deemed an inſult fo 
great, that the riſk of Iife has been too frequent- 
ly thought i its neceſſary reply. 


2 


This practice i is not Sea in other nations, 
as well as England. 


Matilda, 


And would y you fight any N who might thus 
inſult you? 


"Bhi: bs 

If I was not guilty of that baſe crime, I ſhould - 
wiſh, as a gentleman, to- meet the perſon who 
charged me with it. But, as a Chriſtian, I ſhould 
not dare; as my tutor ſays, that would only be 
proving myſelf capable of murder, to convince the 


world I was not guilty of the leſs, though great 
offence of falſehood. 


Caroline. 55 
Pray, maſter Edwin, permit me to aſk a few 
queſtions reſpecting your acquaintance with young 


Williamſon, {£4 
_ Edwin. 


go - PIALOGUR VA, 


Edwin, 


I ſhall be happy to give you any information in 
my power, 


Caroline, 


T hear he is remarkably ſuperſtitious, Pray, is 
it true ? N g 


Kain , 


'Very ey madam ; for he is a particularly 
fo, 


Caruline, 


What then are his purſuits ? What progreſs does 
de make in his various ſtudies ? Is he not eſteem- 
ed one of the firſt in oN among thoſe of hts 


age? 

| Edwin. 

I am ſorry that is not the caſe. - On the con- 

trary, you may find he ſtudies the interpretation of 
bis laſt night's dream more than his books; and. 

when he ſhould be writing his Latin exerciſes, he 

is frequently engaged in ſome ſuperſtitious relation. 

of what he has heard or feen, which his imagina- 


tion depicts as ſo many good or bad _— that 


reſpect himſelf or friends, 
Caro-- 
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Then theſe abſurd notions i. his improve= 
ment; and, I doubt not, ſubject him to much 


laughter. 


Edin. 
O] very much; for he is always alarming him 
ſelf with ſome nonſenſe or other. | 
Caroline, 


Poor boy ! perhaps he is not bleſſed with good 
natural abilities ? a 


* 


Edwin. 


If that was the caſe, his misfortune would « create 
compaſſion in every humane breaſt ; but it is not 


any defect of abilities, but a want of exertion of f 
| . and he i is therefore very, much laughed at. 
= Caroline. 


But how can this ftrange way of thinking be 
accounted for? Pray, to what cauſe do they at= 
tribute this weakneſs? _ 


Ekuin. 


To an attachment he has had from an infant to 
2 faithful ſervant,, who attended him the greateſt 


part. 
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part of his life; and who is ſaid to have many ex. 


cellent qualities, though mixed with this kind of 


- folly, which the family thought nothing of, but 


preatly eſteemed this attendant, * 


8 
But do they obſerve thg conſequence? 


Yes, and blame him for what they call a ſhame- 
ful want of exertion in not endeavouring to throw 


off thoſe prejudices, now he ought to know bet- 
ter. ; | 


Carol ue. 


It is ot his duty to uſe his reaſon, on a 
ſubject that ſo much engages his attention. 


Edwin, 


= So much tis attention is engaged, as to prevent 


his improvement; and, it expoſes him to the re- 


dicule of his acquaintance, who only hear him, 


to make game of him when they meet together. 
| Henrietta. 


This is cruel ; but I hope you never join in the 


laugh againſt him. 


Edwin. 
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: Edwin. 


It is abſolutely impoſſible to do W ſo 
abſurd are his ſtrange prejudices, 2 


„ n 


* 


But it is poſſible he mains inſenſible to his 10 
loſs of improvement, as well as to the ridicule to 


which he expoſes himſelf by thoſe abſurd preju- 
dices. 


Rai 
My tutor, madam, is of that opinion. 
Caroline. 


But I am afraid Mr. L— does not think there 
is any laſting bad confequente to be apprehended 
from maſter Williamſon's ſuperſtition, does he? 


Edin. 
Ves, madam; and is very ſorry for it. 
| Caroline. 


What pity it is that Mr. L— does not think 
himſelf at liberty to exert himſelf in endeavours to 
bring the youth to a more rational way of think- 


* 


Ediuin. 


= 
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; Edwvin, 


He thinks it of ferious conſequence; and in or- 


der to convince a friend of his, who is a diſtant 


relation of young Williamſon, of the great power 
of the imagination over the mind, and how much 


of happineſs or miſery we may derive from it, he 


ſhowed him the ſentiments of his favourite author 


Addiſon on this Iubject. . 
Clerroline. | 
'Can you oblige us with them ? 
Edwin. 
Yes, madam, I am happy I can. 
| Caroline. 
Pray read them. 
Etwin, 


Alter other reflections on this ſubject, he ſays? 
How great a power then may we ſuppoſe lodged 
in him, who knows all the ways of affecting the 
imagination; who can infuſe what ideas he pleaſes, 


and fill thoſe ideas with terror or delight, to what 
degree he thinks fit? He can excite images in the 
mind without the help of words, and make ſcenes 


riſe up before us, and ſeem preſent to the eye; 


1 without 
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without the aſſiſtance of bodies; or exterior obs 
jects. He can tranſport the imagination with ſuch 
beautiful and glorious viſions, as cannot poſſibly 
enter into our preſent conceptions; or haunt it 
with ſuch ghaſtly ſpectres and apparitions, as would 
make us hope for annihilation, and think exiſtence 
no better than a curſe. In ſhort, he can ſo ex- 
quiſitely raviſh or torture the ſoul through this ſin- -. 
gle faculty, as might ſuffice to make the whole = 


heaven or hell of any finite being.” 5 bg 
SPECTATOR, No. 421. 
q Garoline, ; 


We ate much obliged to you for thus furniſhing 
us with the ſentiments of a man of ſuch great abis 


lities, But pray, ladies, what are ou obſerva= 
tions upon them. 


Matilda. 


Of chat part, where he ſpeaks of images riſing 
in the mind without the help of words, and ſcenes 
ſeeming preſent to the eye without the help of bo-— I 
dies, or exterior objects; I think he expreſſes your os 
vpinion, Caroline, iti other words; 


Henrietta. | 
I likewiſe notice this ſimilarity of ſentiment in 
the part you mention; and more particularly where 
"7 "WP 


—_— 
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1 be adds, that the mind may be haunted with fuch 
5 | ghaſtly ſpectres and apparitions as would make us 
E | | * dor annihilation. 21% | | [es 
; | I latter myſelf then this will in ſome meaſure 
JM ſtrengthen my arguments on that ſubject; and that 
1 you will in future find it more agreeable to your 
N own reaſon to ſuppoſe that the imagination is im 


poſed upon, rather than that the dead are dragged 
5 to earth to act a part which cannot fail to excite 
—_ terror and diſguſt, 5 
= But pray, maſter Int what ſaid his relation 
| | to this ? 3 es 


Edwin: e 
He ſaid he ſaw my tutor's kindneſs, and the boy's 
misfortune in planting thoſe terrers and melancholy 


| | reflections in his own mind, which Providence 
| never deſigned any of his creatures to ſuffer from 
| fooliſh ſuperſtition. ys | 


| Caroline. ws 
Vet the youth is to be permitted to go on in his 
folly, is he not! 
Edwin. 


No, madzm, they intend to appeal to his ſenſes, 
and to bring him by degrees to reflet upon the 
folly and injuſtice of this way of thinking. 
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Caroline.” 
Pray, by what means ? 
Edwin. + 


1 


Mr. L— and the gentleman 11 mentichde; as 
maſter Williamſon's relation, have engaged me to 


preſent him with an extract from the Parental Mo- 
nitor, which they with him to read with atten- 
tion. I am therefore requeſted to leave it with 
him, and to deſire him to give me his opinion of 
It. f | | 


Tals 0 Caroline. 


"FE very much approve of their plan ; and if you 
read Mr. Locke's remarks on the Aſſociation of 


Ideas, you will ſee the neceſſi ity of breaking this 


chain of ideas, that enſlaves the mind, and is unfor- 
tunately linked together by the prejudice of edu- 
cation. He gives, among other inſtances which 
I ſhall not trouble you with, one which I think 
very applicable to maſter Williamſon's ſituation, 


. 47 


By what I have heard of that great author, and 
the high eſtimation his works are held in, it ſeems 


Rey he would not be miſtaken on this ſubject. 
F | Caro- 
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; Caroline. 


He ſays, the ideas of goblins and ſprights, have 


really no more to do with darkneſs than light ; yet, 


let but a fooliſh maid inculcate theſe often on the 


mind of a child, and raiſe them there together, 
poſſibly he ſhall never be, able to ſeparate them a- 
gain ſo long as he lives: but darkneſs ſhall ever 


afterward bring with it thoſe fri ghtful ideas, and 


they ſhall be ſo joined that he can no more bear the 


one than the other. ; 


Edwin. 


This is immediately the caſe with poor William- 
fon ; and he ſuffers much from thoſe fooliſh fears. 
But his relation ſays he is at preſent in a ſtate that 


will not permit him to uſe his reaſon, it is ſo over- 
powered by fear; yet he doubts not his fear will 
decreaſe in proportion to his reflection, on the 
groundleſs cauſe of this tormenting paſſion, which 


is frequently too ſtrong for either reaſon or judg- 


ment inſtantly to ſubdue. 


| Caroline. 
Then he looks: upon this change of ideas as a 


work of time and reflection. 


Edwin, 


Yes, madam; and Mr, L— is of the ſame opi- 
2 | nion; 


, * 
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nion; for he ſays, that reaſon and judgment, which 
has been ſo long under the dominion of fear, muſt 
require ſome time to free them from the ſlavery 
they have permitted to overrule them. Beſides, 
he ſays the habit of thinking, though abſurd and 


erroneous, requires the aid of reflection to correct. 


Matilda. 
And does Mr. L— think the extract you men- 


tioned from the Parental Monitor ſufficient to con- 
vince maſter Williamſon. of his folly ? 


Eqwin, | 
He does not expect ſo much; yet hopes he may 


by this means create in him a deſire of information 
on his favourite ſubjeQs, and reflections that lead to 


an inquiry into the foundation of his fears, and 


thereby enable him to hear with leſs prejudice any 
argument againſt his preſent mode of thinking. 


Henrietta, 


Dear Caroline, do you not wiſh to ſee the piee- 
maſter Edwin ſpeaks of! 


Caroline, 


Yes, if he will be ſo kind as to oblige us with a 
ſight of it, when he can make it convenient. 


8 Y Edwin, 
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Edwin. 


bf will give me much pleaſure, ladies, to add to | 
your amuſement, ' : 


Henrietta. N 


You are very obligingæ maſter Edwin, and I- 
hope you will remember it. 


Matilda. 


Yes; when we next are favouted with your 
company, and the pleaſure of meeting our dear 
Caroline, we will expect you thus to contribute to 
our' entertainment. 


- Edwin, 


i You may rely upon my memory on this oc 
f ſion. 


* 
-- 


s . 
» I IE 
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CAROLINE, MATILDA, HENRIETTA, au 
i EDWIN.. 


Caroline. 


S we are again met, I muſt beg maſter Ed- 


_ Edwin. pak 1 

I am glad it is in my power fo oblige you, ma- 

dam, having brought the extract with me, 19557 
is intended for maſter Williamſon. 


Matilda. | 
I do not doubt our liking it; but if 1 did 
not, I ſhould admire Mr. L— for. being ſo kindly 


anxious to free the young gentleman from - thoſe 


win to remind you of your promiſe, _ — 


thoughts 
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thoughts which muſt give him fo much uneaſi- 
nels, 


THR Henrietta. 
Yes, it is very good of Mr. I to intereſt 


himſelf fo much in favour of maſter Williamſon. 


* 
Car alt Ne. 


Moſt certainly it is very kind, and if the youth 
will not pay attention to what is ſaid, or what is 
copied for his inſtruction, he will merit his fate 


if made miſerable by his obſtinacy or ingratitude. 


Edwin. 
He cannot do this without at the ſame time re- 
maining very ignorant. 
Caroline. | - 


And then, with this abſurd way of thinking, 
how diſagregable he will make himſelf. 


Edwin, 


He will certainly then be avoided as a deſpica- | 
ble character. But my tutor, unknown to him, 


intends to uſe every method in his power to pre- 


vent his being loſt to the pleaſures of ſociety, as, 


he fays, he will be'if he continues to give ear to 


and believe in ſuch torrents of nonſenſe, 
. 
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Caroline. 


We will hope your worthy tutor's endeavours 
will meet with the ſucceſs they ma merit from his good 


intention. 
Ptkwin. 


He ſays he truſts that he ſhall not be diſappoint- 
ed, as he thinks maſter Williamſon has not a bad 
underſtanding, and he is of an amiable diſpoſition. 
But here is the piece from the Parental Monitor. 


SUPERSTITION. 


Vainly we ſeek for true perfection here, 
Its only lodgment far beyond the clouds ; 
Tho? pious, charitable, wiſe, ſincere, 
Error's black miſt men's cleareſÞreaſon ſhrouds. 
|  Mozzen. 


 <SUPERSTITION is the terror of weak, undiſ- 
cerning and uneducated minds, and often produces 
numberleſs diſtreſſes, and many anxious thoughts 
to the ignorant and timid, while it is a fair ſub- 
ject for ridicule to the more wiſe and experienced. 
"The death-watch has kept many a one from par- 
taking the balmy and refreſhing ſweets of repoſe, 
by impreſſing a thouſand gloomy apprehenſions 
upon the mind of the terrified liſtener, that the 
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104 DIALOGUE VIII. 
moſt diſtreſſing events would certainly happen to 
themſelves or families, from the portentous warn- 
ing of this inviſible ticx; while the death, of which 
it was the unimportant; but unwelcome harbin- 
ger, was, according to the moſt rational way of 


accounting for it, only that of a poor harmleſs fly; 


whoſe faint efforts and fruitleſs ſtruggles to defend 
its life (againſt its known enemy, the ſpider) oc- 
caſioned an immortal being to tremble for their 
own. 
It has frequently been known, Fang a perſon 
who has been able to encounter many of the ſe- 
vereſt trials with the utmoſt fortitude and reſolu- 
tion, would not have ventured to paſs through a - 
churchyard at the awful midnight hour, even to 
have obtained an immediate releaſe from a number 
of real diſtreſſes. This humiliating and trouble- 
ſome weaknels often takes its riſe from the ſuper- 
ſtitious folly of thoſe who have had the manage- 
ment of our infant years. The ſtories which are 
told by the ignorant nurſe, to amuſe and entertain 
their little charge, has often left an impreſſion of 
fear and ſuperſtition on the mind, which neither 
time, good ſenſe, or the united exertions of paren- 
tal tenderneſs, or authority, could ever entirely 


_ eradicate, This dangerous weakneſs ſhould there- 


fore be unremittingly guarded againſt, by thoſe 
who are intruſted with the care of youth, and 


every 


: 
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every tendency to encourage its encroachments, 


reſolutely combated by thoſe of maturer years. 

© Ghoſts are, even in this enlightened age, the 
bugbear and terror of thouſands, particularly a- 
mong the lower ranks of. people. No ſooner has 


night overſpread the heavens with her ſable mantle, 
than this unaccountabte dread, which had been 
driven from their minds by the cheerful light of 
day, returns with its accuſtomed force; and, if 


they are under the neceſſity of travelling through 
any unfrequented path, after the ſun has withdrawn 


his rays, though the bright beams of the moon il- 


lumine their paths, they ſee an imaginary-ghoſt in 
every tree, gate, or ſtile; and when they retire. to 


their apartments by themſelves, are in a continual 
dread, left their curtains ſhould be undrawn by the 
hand of ſome viſible or inviſible ſpectre; and the 


leaſt noiſe, however eaſy to be accounted for by 
thoſe happily devoid of fear, is, by the timorous 
and ſuperſtitious, ſuppoſed a warning from the 


grave, deſigned either for- themſelves or friends. 


— Thus the hours, which ſhould be paſſed in un- 


diſturbed repoſe, in order to re-animate. their frail 


nature with freſh vigour, to encounter the cares 
and buſineſs of the day, are rendered, by theſe 
weak, yet diſtreſſing apprehenſions, the moſt 
wretched of their lives.. 

There are a number of other mortifications 


which attend the ſuperſtitious, and which though . 


Fs leſs, 
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106 DIALOGUE vil. 

leſs terrific, are accompanied with anxiety, How 
provoking, yet how abſurd and laughable, that 
the pleaſures of a walk in the fineſt ſummer even- 
ing, ſhould be interrupted by the unmeaning and 
ſimple croaking of a raven, that chanced to wing 
its flight over our heads —A dinner ſpoiled by 
ſpilling a little falt !=A night's reſt deſtroyed 
by the ſcreeching of an owl, or becauſe a coal 
flew from the fire in the fancied ſhape of a coffin, 
or a winding-ſheet hung pendant with tremen- 
dous foldings from the candle — while, perhaps, 
the very perſons, thus eaſily and frivolouſly a- 
larmed by the inventions of the ignorant and ſu- 


perſtitious, can read an account in the public pa- 


pers of an earthquake having depopulated a whole 

city, with leſs regret and terror than they can hear 
the ſimple and natural howling of a houſe-dog be- 
neath their window. And many a fair bride has 
been gloomy in her bridal finery, and ſad amid 
the gratulations of rejoicing friends, becauſe the 
ſun has not ſhone, upon her wedding-day: from 
which circumſtance future miſery has been pre- 

dicted by that tormenting ſybil, Superſtition, 

What a mortifying and degrading picture is 
the above of human folly! The real miſeries of 
life are abundantly ſufficient to put our fortitude to 
the teſt, without having recourſe to evils which 
can only exiſt in a deceived and deluded imagina- 
tion. Be well aſſured, that no one will ever riſe 
from 
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from their graves, to diſturb the peace of thoſe 
they have left behind them, and that, if we had 
nothing more to fear from ourſelves, our paſſions, 
or our fellow mortals, than we have from any ſu- 
pernatural appearance, we might reſt in any place, 


or in almoſt any part of the globe, in perfect fe- 


curity. If omens were permitted to warn us of 
our diſſolution, or any impending evil, they would 
(it is preſumed) be attended with more awful and 
alarming circumſtances, than any of the above 
mentioned, 

© Deſpiſe, then, reſolutely. contemn and diſbe- 
lieve all theſe: abſurd and futile inventions: and 
let not a dream, which from the airy and uncon- 
fined excurſions of the never- dying ſoul, may have 


tortured your ſleeping fancy, diſtreſs your waking 
imagination, or for one invaluable moment, leſſen 


your firm dependence on that all- powerful Being, 
who preſides with watchful care over every crea» 
ture he has formed. 

© Ye, who are bleſſed with innocence, and un- 


ſullied purity, what can you have to fear from the 


peaceable and cold inhabitants of the grave? Even 
could they be permitted to re- viſit their native 
earth, their viſit could not be hoſtile or prejudicial 
to you. Happily for thoſe who are gone before, 
and for us who are left behind, and have the great 
debt of nature ſtill to pay, they find too ſecure and 
found repoſe, to diſturb the peace of their former 
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loved companions. Liſten not, therefore, to the 
paltry contrivances of ſuperſtitious ignorance, eveh 


in the moſt trifling matters, thereby adding feli. 


tious cares and inquietudes to the real troubles of 
a ſhort and buſy life. Sufficient are the unavoid- 
able evils, which beſet and incommode our weary 
pilgrimage, without increaſing, by this inexcuſable 


pulillanimity, the long and {ad catalogue of 1 


miſeries. 


Here ladies concludes this extrach, v. which Mo hope 
has had your attention. 


2 
1 » if TY © $7431 1 


Caroline. ieee 


1 can. anſwer for the attention which we have 
all paid to this little piece ; and for the reading of 
i we are much obliged to you maſter Edwin. 


But pray Matilda what are your remarks upon 
t? 


— 


L 


Edwin. 
And yours, if you pleaſe, Henrietta ? 
| Matilda. 


I wack one circumſtance more particularly as. 
it has very much ſurpriſed me, I mean what is 


| ſaid of the dcath-watch. 


Caroline. 


But i why fuſe you? bs Prue 
Ma- 
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; Matilda. oP 
Henrietta and myſelf have heard ſuch accounts 


of the death-watch, and to us it has been deſcribd 
as ſo alarming an incideht, that I cannot but own 
my aſtoniſhment at now hearing from the Paren- 


tal Monitor that the notfe diſtinguiſhed by that ap- 
pellation ſhould be occaſioned by a poor inoffen- 


five fly, whoſe life, according to this account, was 


in dan ger from a ſpider. 


S 


I have been equally ſurpriſed with Matilda ; but 
I think this muſt be a miſtake. Surely, my dear 


Caroline, an innocent helpleſs fly could never cre- 
ate ſo many fears ! Do you think it poſſible it 


ſhould ? 


Caroline. 


Leet it ariſe from what cauſe it will, it ſeems to 
me certain it is too trifling to occaſion any alarm; 
and therefore the fears ariſing from it are only pro- 


duced from an ignorance of that cauſe. 


21 Henrietta. 


Then you do not look upon it as the harbinger 
of death, We have heard it is, and on that ac- 
| _ count 
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count we ſhould be very much afraid of that noiſe, 


Are not you t? | 
By no means; for whatever may be the cauſe 
of that trifling noiſe which you have heard deſcribed. 
as ſo very alarming, it it certain it does not ariſe 
from any thing that can hfve the leaſt affinity, or 
connexion. with, the life or death. of any human 
being. 5 
0 Matilda. 177 
What, Caroline, do you really th ink it is a fly 


which makes that noiſe? 


Caroline. 
T muſt anſwer you this queſtion in a future con. 


a 


verſation; as I muſt not differ in opinion without: 


giving you my reaſons for it. 


DIA- 


— 


DIALOSVE IK 


- CAROLINE, MATILDA, n HENRIETTA, 


OW, Caroline, for your anſwer to my 
queſtion, Whether. you think with the Pa- 
rental Monitor,. that the noiſe known by the name 
of a death-watch is occaſioned by a fly, 


Cine. 


Believe me, dear Henrietta, if 1 ſay it proceeds 
from a fly, or a ſpider, or both together, it is of 
little conſequencè, as they are equally matters of 


no importance to the life, death, or w of 


; mankind, 


Hen- 


- - 2 "TEL Att 1 f . * 85 9 Ee 2 «= "LE - 1 
F ran [ 2 i a4 N 1 = OP. = 0 
1 „ fa „ 6 REO: FFF 


ww -'DIALOGUE N. 


Henrietta. 


- But we wiſh to know your opinion, as we are 


anxious to be informed what * _ FO 
from? ATE {4% 


Curdine. 


J have already ſaid that as I happen to differ in 


opinion frem the Parental Monitor, I think it but 
juſt to give my reaſons for this difference, which 
would need an apology was not my ſentiments 
given with a view to your exerciſing your own a- 
bilities, and forming a judgment for yourſelves 
reſpecting the cauſe of ſo much fear. 


Matilda. 
If you make it appear to be occaſioned by a 


trifling inſect, I ſhall be aſhamed of the alarms I 
have had from ſo harmleſs a cauſe. 


Wa 


What we one night ſuffered on account of that 


kind of noiſe muſt make us much laughed at for 


our unneceſſary fears, and when we ſee their ab- 


ſurdity, I doubt not we ſhall laugh at ſuch un- 
meaning incidents. 

| Caroline. 
I much hope for this good effect of your con- 
viction; 


— 


þ& 
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viction; and in order to enable you to form: a judg- 
ment of your own, I ſhall tell you the facts ſimpl 5 

a5 they occurred, and fg leave Ten to form 

opinion ks pleaſe. 


. ->r4 4445 


22 


* ; 


That we ſhall like better than the moſt proba- 
ble conjectures of other people, for n know 1 
wy " ING, | 


dee | 
And yet you are willing to receive, and believe, 
any account though ever ſo exaggerated by fear, 
notwithſtanding that paſſion is ſo very little to be 
depended upon, that it never fails to impoſe upon 


the perſon ſubject to its power; and it is of that 
enſlaving nature. that it will not permit reaſon to 


operate while under its influence, and too many 


are unwilling to counteract that influence by the 
exertion of their reaſon and reflection.— But to the 
ſubject. 22 

One evening,” laft EA as we were beg 
a table in a well lighted room, the company ra- 
ther-cheerful than loud, a. noiſe of this ſort was 
heard; but as it was immediately like that of a 


watch, it is no wonder that i it for ome time paſſed 
for one. 


The next evening, in che fink room, it being 


more 


Ih DIALOGUVE x. 
more ſtill and the converſation in a lower keys 
perhaps, from its being more ſerious, the ſame | 
kind of noiſe was much more perceptible and eaſy 
to trace. It then plainly appeared to proceed from 
the mantle-piece, or the wood work about it, 
near which no watch happened to be placed ; this 
was proved, and occaſioffed a friend of ours pre- 
ſent to obſerve that he had heard a noiſe like that 
was frequently made by a fpider : but this was only 
conjecture, and every one preſent wiſhed for ſome 
reaſon why they ſhould think an inſect was the 
eccaſton of thoſe conjectures, and their unavoid- 
able attention, He added, if it was occaſioned by 
a ſpider, as he imagined, it would not continue * 
long that noiſe, but we ſhould obſerve it would | 
ſtop ſoon; as it could not be ſuppoſed that it 
would, like a piece of mechaniſm, continue for 
hours without break or ceſſation z whereas, if a 
watch, it muſt either continue to beat, or ſhow by 
a difference of time when it ſtopped, and whoſe 
watch it was that cauſed this deception. 
No long trial of our patience proved neceſſary, 
for in a very ſhort ſpace of time the noiſe was ſuſ- - 
pended ; and while we were engaged on the ſubject 
of its cauſe, we heard it again as diſtinct as before, 
and ſo it continued loud and diſtinct; yet not with- 
out frequent paufes. We were now all convinced it 
was not from any watch or other object expoſed to 
1 the eye; but, on the contrary, that it was cauſed 
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DIALOGUE IX ug 
by ſome creature dr thing, which was hid from 
our ſight by the wood, &c. through, which we 


heard the found, Being for ſome time filent, 
it was obſerved, that if a watch was held near the 


place from whence the noiſe proceeded, the inſect 


would anſwer it, though quite ſilent at the time 
the watch was placed thaye. This was dohe re- 
. peatedly, and it as regularly anſwered, beginning 
immediately upon the application of the watch. . 
After this we were regularly viſited for many 
evenings by this noiſe, and we were not a little. 
entertained at its anſwering a watch, as we 
were never diſtppointed, though our applica- 
tions were very frequent; which is no doubt a 
ſtriking proof of the near reſemblance this noiſe 
has to the beat of a watch, or the inſect that makes 
it could not be thus deceived. 


1 


Did you ever hear any other noiſe of that 
kind ? 


— 


Caroline, 


Yes, in the ſame room, at no great diſtances- 
and they ſeemed to anſwer one another, 


Henrietta, 


I am ſurpriſed that the noiſe ſhould continue for 
6 ſeveral 


- 
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ſeveral evenings in the ſame place. I faney it 
could not remove or it would not have remained 


Caroline. A 8 


It certainly was in or near the ſame place, for 
* | 
its removal was not to us perceptible. 


'F Henriatta. 


Then I think it could not poſſibly be any thing 
alive, or it would not have remained ſo long a time 
in the ſame ſituation. | | ES 


Caroline, 


Te o a ſmall inſect the ſituation ani appear 
n changed, though that change was to us 
imperceptible. I preſume our conceptions of diſ. 
tance and ſpace muſt be very oppoſite; as our 
ſight, which is not intended for that minutia of 
object, is widely different, for the reaſon which 
Mr. Pope gives in theſe lines, 


— 


Why has not man a microſcopic eye ? 
Por this plain reaſon—man is not a fly. 


Henrietta. 


Pray Caroline, was the noiſe equally loud? 


Caro- 


1 
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C7 


8 nee 


Not always; but as loud t we laſt attended 
to it as at any time, nl 


F 


Hors 


Tuben it could not be a "fy, for that muſt have | 
been weaker and weaker, 


Caroline. 


Yes, and dead long before this noiſe ceaſed. - 
And it would have been very extraordinary if ano- 
ther fly had been attacked by a ſpider in a ſitua- 
tion equally imperceptible ; indeed, ſo much fo, 
that there was no poſſibility of. tracing a way by 
which they could get behind the wood : a circum- 


ſtance common to ſpiders, but by no means ſo with 
reſpect to flies, 


EH-nrietta. 


But do you think it was in pain or diſtreſs which 
occaſioned that noiſe ? 


. 


I muſt own I think it more reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe it a ſort of call one to another; and I am 
particularly led to this e from their an- 

1 ſwering 
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ſwering one another as I have informed you. But 


tis is again only conjecture. 


I wiſh we had heard this account ſooner : it 
would have guarded us from many fooliſh appre- 
benſions which have mMfle us very miſerable. But 


how do you think 8885 ever got ſuch things into 
their heads? 


WL 
How ſuch thoughts were firſt raiſed is difficult 


to determine. But you may obſerve the ignorant 


nurſe is blamed for helping to propagate thoſe | 
frightful ideas, as well as that kind of ſuperſti- 
tion to which the uninformed and vulgar are more 
particularly addicted, and which, I think, is a- 
greeably ridiculed by Gay, in his fable entitled 


Tur F ARMER's WIFE-anD THE RAVEN. 


WHY are thoſe tears? why droops your head ? 
Is then your other huiband dead ? 
Or does a worſe diſgrace betide? 


| Has no one fince his death apply'd? 


Alas ! you know the cauſe too well: 
The ſalt is ſpilt, to me it fell. . 


And to contribute to my loſs, 


My knife and fork were laid acroſs; 


DIALOGUE IX, ng 
On Friday too ! the day I dread! 
Would I were ſafe at home in bed! 
Laſt night (I vow to heav'n tis true) 
Bounce from the fire a coffin flew. , 
Next poſt ſome fatal news ſhall tell, 
God ſend my Corniſh friends be well! | EE 
Unhappy widow, ceaſe thy tears, | Mu 
Nor feel affliction in thy fets, 3 
Let not thy ſtomach be ſuſpended ; ; 
Eat now and weep when dinner's ended 
And when the butler clears the table, 
For thy deſert, I'll read my fable. - 
Betwixt her ſwagging pannier's load 
A farmer's wife to market rode; 
And, jogging on, with thoughtful care 
Summ'd up the profits of her ware; 
When ſtarting from her ſilver dream, 
Thus far and wide was heard her ſcream. 
That raven on yon left hand oak 
(Curſe on his ill - betiding croak) _ 
Bodes me no good. No more ſhe ſaid, 
When poor blind Ball, with ſtumbling tread, 
Fell prone; o'erturn'd the pannier lay, 
And her maſh'd eggs beſtrow'd the way. 
| She ſprawling in the yellow road, 
Raid, ſwore and curs'd. Thou croaking toad; x 
A murrain take thy whoreſon throat 
I knew misfortune in the note. 
Dame, quoth the raven, ſpare your oaths, 
Unclench your fiſt, and wipe your cloaths. 
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But why on me thoſe curſes thrown? n | 
Goody, the fault was all your own : 1 „ 


Ar 


9 8 8 * 


For had you laid this brittle ware, 
On Dun, the old ſure-footed mare, 
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Though all the ravens of the hundred, pe ee 


With croaking had your tongue out-thunder'd, 
Sure-footed Dun had kept Ee . : 


2 n ſav Vd your eggs. 


In the firſt part of: this fable ll. 


that ſuperſtition is well ridiculed} and the laſt 


ſhows the abſurdity of attributing to other cauſes 
the bad effects of our on inattention: nay, we 
may carry the compariſon ſtill further, and fee in 
it the folly of a too anxious care in the beginni 

of any purfuit, if followed by neglect in the end; 3. 
for had the farmer's wife been careleſs in the pack- 
ing it would have been more. excuſable, as 501 
added that trouble, with the los of her tine | 
N to her misfortune. | « 
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